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EMERGENCY CONTACT: for anointing the sick 0400 874 807
P A R I S H

O F F I C E S

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Church North Mackay
Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday:...................................................... 6:30am Mass
Thursday:.......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday:............................................................... 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ........................................................... 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: ...............................Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia
Tuesday: ....................................................... 9:30am Rosary
Sunday: .......................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ........................................ Farleigh 9:30am Mass
Thursday:........ Note time change Farleigh 7:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ..............................................Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ......................................................NO MASS Calen
Sunday: ....................................... Midge Point 9:15am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s ...................................Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth ................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point.............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ...................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

Second Collection this weekend
6th / 7th November is for
St Joseph’s Cathedral Conservation Appeal.
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ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .................... Thursday 9am—12:00pm

Thirty-Second Sunday
in Ordinary Time - Year B
Sunday, 7th November 2021

The willingness to give all that one has is the central theme of
today's readings. They offer us three models.

Jesus is the ultimate example of heroic generosity. He first
offered himself as expiation for our sin. Now, as the eternal
high priest, he stands before God as our mediator, pleading on
our behalf, bringing salvation to those who eagerly await him.

It is interesting to note that the other two models of selfless
giving are widows, individuals who are doubly disadvantaged
by the patriarchal societies of which they are members. Their
generosity is religiously inspired, and it comes from women
who had the least material possessions to give. This kind of
giving requires that we reach deep into ourselves and almost
strip ourselves of our hold on life, and that we do this for
religious reasons. The giving that is pictured in today's readings
is nothing less than heroic generosity.

God will not be outdone in generosity. Sometimes we become

the beneficiaries of obvious blessing, as was the case in the
story of the woman of Zarephath who was granted a year's
supply of floor and oil. At other times, we simply continue
living life as usual, like the woman in the temple who was
unaware of the commendation that Jesus had given her. The
truly generous do not look for reward. They carry out their
responsibilities and place the rest in God's hands. [Dianne Bergant CSS
]

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Don Bugeja, David Pace.
ANNIVERSARY: Merle Grech, Ronald Joseph Elgey, Clem Bugeja, Noel
Searle, Dion Riseley, Joe Camilleri, George Camilleri, Hope Doran,
Hope Aqulina.
REMEMBRANCE MASS: George Deguara, Sam & Carmela Deguara,
Andrew & Carmela Camilleri, Tony & Jessie Azzopardi, Charlie & Joann
Azzopardi, Percy & Francis Zammit, Borg, Azzopardi, Zammit, Sammut
Families, Charlie G Borg, Iris Vella, David Pace, Stella & Joseph
Fenech, Brian Hicks, Mary De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti,
Salvatore Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary Zammit, Josephine Thurgood,
Sam & Doris Sciberras, Peter Checuti, Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo,
John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Mavis Pearse, Andrew Agius, Robert (Bob)
Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah Pace, Vivienne Neill (Viv), Kath
Furlong, Mary Vassallo, Karen Livermore, Sr Lila Galvin, Mary Borg,
Raylene Johnson, Adam Robertson, John Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Julie
Rowan, Gail Fallis, and all the sick of the Parish.

The Maltese Prayer Group and The Association of
the Stars of the Heart of Jesus are having the break up
on Thursday 25th November.
Mass will be celebrated at Francis of Assisi Home
Chapel at 10:00am followed by Lunch at Souths Club.
For booking please call Francis Muscat on 49561357.
The Columban Mission Calendars for year 2022
(Celebrating 100 years) will be available early November.
Price $10 each.

Wanted: Willing volunteers to help sell raffle tickets at
Porters Mitre 10 on a Thursday, Friday and Saturday
until 2nd December 2021. Please see either Di Ahmat
or Kerry Dempsey after Mass or contact the Parish
Office with dates you can help.
Rosary at St Brendan’s Church, Tuesdays 9.30am.
Registrations will be at the door.
Any queries please contact
Lyn McKenzie on 0458 710365
HOLY WATER BOTTLES
Holy Water bottles are available on the side tables of St Mary McKillop
and the Divine Mercy, to take home.

Living the Gospel – Hypocrisy
Throughout the gospels, what Jesus appears to abhor more
than anything else is hypocrisy. His harshest condemnation
of the scribes and the Pharisees is that they are hypocrites.
In this passage, whilst Jesus hates the scribes’ parading
around and claiming honour that is not their due, what
really sees him condemn them is their mistreatment of
widows ‘while making a show of lengthy prayers’. We
cannot praise God in prayer while at the same time
mistreating our neighbour. That is hypocrisy! Our actions
are an extension of our prayer. We cannot celebrate the
Eucharist on Sundays and fail to live it the rest of the week!
© Greg Sunter

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
31/10/2021
No Givers
65
Direct Debits:….......$700.00
Envelopes:………….$785.40
Loose:……………….$963.65

Introduction
Today’s Gospel explores the theme of generosity. With
gratitude, we remember all those who have made sacrifices
for us. Above all, we come together in this Mass to celebrate
the self-giving love of our Lord Jesus.
Today’s Readings
First Reading 1 Kings 17:10-16
The starving prophet Elijah begs a poor widow for food and
she shares her last meal with him.
Second Reading Hebrews 9:24-28
Jesus’ offering of himself surpasses any sacrifice a Temple
high priest might have made for the sins of his people.
Gospel Mark 12:38-44
Jesus observes how some people take advantage of others.
He watches a widow donate her last pennies to the lucrative
Temple cult.
Summary
1.
Jesus deplored the way that Temple officials took
advantage of pilgrims.
2.
True generosity is not about amounts of money,
looking virtuous or feeling good. It is about
compassion for others.
[Living Word]

St Joseph’s Pious Goods Store
Renovations still underway
Tentative reopening date – 13/14 November

In the meantime, if you require anything urgently, please
contact Kerry at the Parish Office

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

Thirty-Third Sunday In ordinary Time Year B

Daniel 12:1-13; Ps 15:5,8-11;
Hebrews 10:11-14,18; Mark 13:24-32

Total:……….……..$2449.05

Responsorial Psalm: Praise the Lord, my soul!
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Happy the poor in
spirit; the kingdom of heaven is theirs. Alleluia!

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

COLOURING COMPETITION!!!
Catholic Diocese OF Rockhampton
20th November is World Children’s Day.
The Diocese would like to hear your child’s
ideas about………
WHAT KEEPS THEM SAFE?
We have colouring in sheets for them to complete
and can be collected from Parish Office
or we can email copies to you.
For more information please contact the parish
office if you would like your child to enter.
Entries close 13th November 2021.

C A T H O L I C
P A R I S H E S
OF NORTH M ACKAY AND FAR LEIGH
MONSTER CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

First Prize
$10,000
Second Prize
$5,000
Third Prize
$2,500
Fourth Prize
$2,500
Prizes Five - Nine
$1,000
Tickets $5 each ~ $50 Book of 10
Purchase TICKETS from
Parish Churches - Parish Offices - Parish Schools
Online at
https://www.rafflelink.com.au/monster-raffle
Drawn Friday 10th December
Winners notified by phone

Reflection by Artist
The story of the widow’s mite is
about the generosity of a
woman who is down on her
uppers. Jesus admires this
woman of substance because,
despite her material poverty,
she has the inner resource to
maintain
an
open-hearted
approach to life.
© Jenny Close

Historical Context – The Widow
In ancient Jewish culture, until a woman was married she was
literally the property of her father. Upon marrying, the woman left
her family and became part of her husband’s family and became
specifically the property of her husband. If the woman’s husband
were to die, leaving her a widow, she no longer had anywhere to
belong. Because a woman’s identity was based on which man she
belonged to, she effectively ceased to belong anywhere. It is for
this reason that the Torah names widows as deserving of special
care and protection from the whole community. ……………..
© Greg Sunter

REVERENCE & RESPECT
FOR THE SACRED PLACE OF THE CHURCH
The Church is not just any other assembly hall or conference room
or even a classroom. It is a sacred place, because the community
of faith comes here to carry out sacred actions to offer and share
the sacrifice of Christ. It is important that Christ’s presence both
in the Eucharistic celebration and in the tabernacle be treated at all
times with the utmost respect. We can show this respect by our
reverent demeanours, our reverent stance and dignified movement,
our bow or genuflection and our silence or lowered voice.

Today we honour the importance of our Cathedral as the
symbol of our unity and the seat of our Bishop by holding the St
Joseph’s Cathedral Conservation Appeal. The appeal assists in
the ongoing conservation of our Diocesan Cathedral and any
restoration work necessary into the future. We invite you to
donate or to become a monthly giver. It is one vital way we
together express our unity in a world needing such a symbol
and example. You can donate using a St Joseph’s Cathedral
Conservation Appeal envelope, by going online to the Diocesan
website: https://rok.catholic.net.au/donate, or scanning the QR
Code.

NOVEMBER MASSES
November is the time when we remember our deceased relatives and friends. Let us be united with them as we pray
for the repose of their souls, especially during this month.

“In Remembrance With”

There is a special book
set up in front of the altar. All are invited to record
your deceased family and friends names in this book, to pray for them in a special way. November Mass Offering
Envelopes are available at the back of the Church. From next weekend the book for entering our relatives and friends
names will be available near the Altar.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
Thank you for generously assisting in the conservation of St Joseph's Cathedral.
Since the late 1800s, the donations of countless kind-hearted individuals have enabled the construction, restoration,
and conservation of St Joseph's Cathedral across generations. St Joseph's Cathedral is a historic and iconic building,
and it is the Cathedral church for our Diocese, the spiritual home for the people of the Diocese of Rockhampton. St
Joseph's Cathedral Conservation Appeal honours the importance of our Cathedral, the seat of the Bishop.
The Cathedral Appeal is a great statement of a community of people in our region who are committed to their unity
amongst great diversity. Many of us have some connection to it. It has played host to significant events and has
gathered people from all over our vast Diocese. Modern technology such as live-streaming enables more people to
witness events held here. All these events have given shape to the life of our Diocese, parishes and the faithful.
I've asked some people to share their stories and connection over the years, which no doubt mirrors many of the
shared experiences of the faithful throughout our Diocese with our Cathedral.
Shirley Hopkins, Rockhampton:
I remember during WW2 when they took the stained-glass windows out of the Cathedral and buried them to ensure
their preservation because Rockhampton was seen as in the danger zone.
I had three brothers serving in the war, Fredrick Cyril, Kevin William, and Ronald Talbot Hopkins. When my mother told
me about the Cathedral's windows being taken and buried for protection, I felt a deep connection between my brother
and the safety of the windows. I had a sense that if the windows were kept safe, then my brothers would be safe.
I told my mother, Sarah Gladys Hopkins, we have to look after those windows because they are coming back, and so
are my brothers. After the war, those windows came back, and so did all my brothers. I've never stopped contributing
and inviting others to conserve our Cathedral ever since.
Lyn & Phil Williamson, Bundaberg:
Recently when I was in South Australia, I would tune in to Mass at our St Joseph's Cathedral. It's a building of historical
importance, particularly to my family. My grandparents Captain Lester Holloway and Elizabeth McGrath, married there
(1913); my Father, Lester William Holloway, was baptized there, as was I. The family lived on George Street across from
the Cathedral. I enjoyed seeing our Priests and Bishop on the live stream while I was away.

Maria Ana Yu, Rockhampton:
I find the Cathedral is an integral part of my family's continuing relationship with God. It was very daunting to relocate
to a completely different country, let alone a completely different culture. However, since linking with the Cathedral
community, we found another family where my husband, child, and I can grow as Catholics.
The most memorable milestone for us as a family is the recent confirmation of my child, Tallulah, and my husband,
James and being fully accepted in the Catholic faith when they both received the Eucharist at the same time. It was a
very special time as they celebrated both Sacraments together.
I feel that it is my obligation to make sure that the Cathedral would continue to be a place to worship God and a place
for everyone to feel that they are a member of God's community.
Pat Rasmussen & Rita Corby, Mt. Tambourine & Mackay:
Our parents were married there, our mother was from Emerald, and our father was from Maryborough, but they met in
Mackay. Though at the time, our father wasn't a Catholic, he later became one. Our parents saw the Cathedral as
where it all began, their journey together, and the life of their family; our brother, Fr John Rasmussen, would become
Parish Priest there. Many years later, when the stained-glass windows in the sanctuary were being organised and
installed, my mother decided that the family would contribute to this because St Joseph's Cathedral
was where it all began.
Thank you for your continued support.
May you be inspired by remembering the great example of our unity, to the world, as a diverse community of believers
and the role of St Joseph’s Cathedral in that. Our world needs such an example of unity amongst its community in
these times. Your help is preserving St Joseph's Cathedral as a symbol of our unity, our faith, and a place of prayer and
reflection for future generations. If you are in a position to help at this time, I ask that you prayerfully consider making
a donation to help ensure the conservation of our Cathedral for many generations to come.
Yours sincerely

Most Rev Michael McCarthy
Bishop of Rockhampton

Catholic Parishes Of
North Mackay and Farleigh

CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS
A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
How much did the wealthy give and how much did the widow give in the
Gospel story today?
Why did Jesus say that the widow gave more?
Jesus asks us not to make a show of doing good for others. How can we do
good things without making a fuss?

Inside this issue:

What things are more difficult to do for others.
How can we be like the widow who gave her last two coins?

Cross Word

3

Word Search

3

Activity Sheet 2

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

REFLECTION
Centuries ago a widow was a very helpless person. In those days men controlled
the family wealth and property, and women received any status they had from the
men who were their husbands. Bad luck was a sign of sinfulness, so when a woman
was widowed, she had no one to take care of her, and society looked down on her.
Yet in both the first reading and the Gospel, we are asked to imitate the faithful
actions of a widow.
Jesus often asks us to look at the outcasts of society in order to imitate their ways.
What are some characteristics of today’s social outcasts that we need to imitate?
How would imitating them make the world a better place?
Jesus often asks us to see through the hypocrisy of the wealthy. They appear proud
and important, but many of their personal habits are not what we want to imitate.
What are some characteristics of today’s rich and famous that we wouldn’t want to
imitate? What kind of lifestyles do some well known athletes, rock stars and actors
lead? What would Jesus say about these people?
On most teenagers’ bedroom walls and locker doors, you will find posters of whom?
What characteristics of these people are admired by teenagers? Why? What would
Jesus say about the choices made by most teenagers? What do you say about
them? How are you prepared to respond to this situation?
Do you ever contribute money or time to a cause you believe in? If not, why not? If
so, what do you do? How has it affected your life? How has it made the world a
better place for anyone?
Some people think, ‘I’m only one person so I can’t really help.’ What response could
you give to that excuse? What would Jesus say about that? © St Mary's Press
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Q. Why is the tiny contribution of the widow so much more significant than the large sums paid by the rich?
Q. Why would widows be marked for special care and protection by Jewish Law and tradition?
Q. How does it change the meaning of Jesus’ words to read them with different emotions?
Q. What is the message of this passage for a modern audience?
© Greg Sunter
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