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Fr Stephen Hanly
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Fr James Ezeocha
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Serving The Church Communities Of
St Joseph’s Church, North Mackay
St Brendan’s Church, Bucasia

St Brigid’s Church, Farleigh
St Helen’s Church, Calen
St Peter’s Church, Midge Point
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EMERGENCY CONTACT: for anointing the sick 0400 874 807
P A R I S H

O F F I C E S

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ....................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

MASS TIMES

A N D

S T A F F

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: ............................................ 49598 213
Email: .... stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .................... Thursday 9am—12:00pm

Thirty-Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time - Year B
Sunday, 14th November 2021

St Joseph’s Church North Mackay
Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday: ...................................................... 6:30am Mass
Thursday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday:............................................................... 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ........................................................... 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: .............................. Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia
Tuesday: ....................................................... 9:30am Rosary
Sunday: .......................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ........................................Farleigh 9:30am Mass
Thursday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ................................................. Calen 9:00am Mass
Sunday: ............................................ NO MASS Midge Point
Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s ...................................Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth ................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point .............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ...................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

Although this is not the last Sunday of the liturgical
year, the major theme found in the readings is the end
of time. The events that will usher in and will take place
during this time are described in apocalyptic terms. The
struggles of life will culminate in a massive cosmic
confrontation between the forces of good and those of
evil. This last battle will be universal in scope, just like
the first primordial conflict between chaos and God.
In some way, all of today’s readings state that good will
finally prevail over evil. In the last days Michael, the
angelic warrior of God, will rise up. In the epistle, Christ
is pictured seated triumphantly at the right hand of God
with his enemies under his foot, a sign of conquest.
Finally, in the gospel, the Son of Man, the mysterious
figure from apocalyptic literature, comes in the clouds
with great power and glory. All of these images are
apocalyptic; each of them is quite hopeful.
We read these stories at the close of the liturgical year,
because we are coming to the conclusion of our yearly
telling of the story of salvation. However, apocalyptic
images are timely whenever we find ourselves in the
throes of the battle with evil and it appears that we will
succumb. These forms will remind us that good will be
able to withstand evil. From this we will conclude that
we need only trust in God. © Dianne Bergant CSA

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
John Anderson, Don Bugeja, David Pace.
ANNIVERSARY:
Bob Sturgeon, Charles Camilleri, Frances (Fran) Shepherd, Merle
Grech, Ronald Joseph Elgey.
REMEMBRANCE MASS:
Val & Jim Carroll, Charlie G Borg, David Pace, , Brian Hicks, Mary De
Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa Zammit,
Mary Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris Sciberras, Peter
Checuti, Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, John Caruana.

The Maltese Prayer Group and The Association of the
Stars of the Heart of Jesus are having the break up on
Thursday 25th November.
Mass will be celebrated at Francis of Assisi Home Chapel at
10:00am followed by Lunch at Souths Club.
For booking please call Francis Muscat on 49561357.

The Columban Mission Calendars for year 2022 (Celebrating
100 years) will be available early November.

Price $10 each.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK:
Mavis Pearse, Andrew Agius, Robert (Bob) Russell, Khiana Blakey,
Hannah Pace, Vivienne Neill (Viv), Kath Furlong, Mary Vassallo, Karen
Livermore, Sr Lila Galvin, Mary Borg, Raylene Johnson, Adam
Robertson, John Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Julie Rowan, Gail Fallis, and all
the sick of the Parish.

Wanted: Willing volunteers to help sell raffle tickets at
Porters Mitre 10 on a Thursday, Friday and Saturday
until 2nd December 2021. Please see either Di Ahmat
or Kerry Dempsey after Mass or contact the Parish
Office with dates you can help.
Rosary at St Brendan’s Church, Tuesdays 9.30am.
Registrations will be at the door.
Any queries please contact
Lyn McKenzie on 0458 710365
HOLY WATER BOTTLES
Holy Water bottles are available on the side tables of St Mary McKillop
and the Divine Mercy, to take home.

HAPPY HOUR
To all our volunteers at St Joseph’s & St Brendan’s
you are invited to
HAPPY HOUR
Friday 17th December 2021, 5:30pm to 6:30pm
At St Joseph’s Parish Centre.
If you help in anyway in the Parish you are invited to attend.
For Catering purposes please RSVP by 6th December 2021 to
Parish Office stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au or 49574855.

ST JOSEPH’S PIOUS GOODS STORE
Renovations still underway
Reopening date – 20/21 November
EFTPOS will be available.
ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
7/11/2021
No Givers

ST HELEN’S CHURCH CALEN
CHRISTMAS CLEANING
St Helens Church are having Christmas cleaning on 26th
November starting at about 7:00am.
All welcome to come when available.
Introduction:
We are coming to the end of the liturgical
year and our scripture readings encourage
us to be aware that time is important and
not to be taken for granted.
Todays’ Readings
First Reading Daniel 12:1-3
There will come a time of great suffering and distress, but the
Lord will protect his faithful people.
Second Reading Hebrews 10:11-14.18
Christ has offered himself as the supreme sacrifice to forgive all
sin, and awaits the fulfilment of God’s kingdom and glory.

Gospel Mark 13:24-32
Jesus speaks to his disciples about the coming of the Son of Man
in glory and its consequences.
Summary
1.
Apocalyptic writing and language is highly symbolic and
not to be taken literally.
2.
We don’t know when the Lord will come, so we should
use our time wisely.
[Living Word]

Responsorial Psalm: Keep me safe, O God: you are my
hope.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful, and

pray constantly, that you may be worthy to stand before the Son
of Man .Alleluia!

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
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Direct Debits:….......$865.00
Envelopes:………….$1206.50
Loose:……………….$1118.05
Total:……….……..$3189.55
Cathedral Appeal: $757.25

Our Lord Jesus Christ,
King Of The Universe Year B
Daniel 7:13-14.
Ps 92:1-2,5. R.v.1
1:5-8.
John 18:33-37.

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

The CLOSING date for the
Monster Christmas Raffle is fast approaching,
and help is needed to ensure all of the tickets
are sold and completed butts are returned
prior to 10 DECEMBER.

C A T H O L I C
P A R I S H E S
OF NORTH M ACKAY AND FAR LEIGH
MONSTER CHRISTMAS RAFFLE

First Prize
$10,000
Second Prize
$5,000
Third Prize
$2,500
Fourth Prize
$2,500
Prizes Five - Nine
$1,000
Tickets $5 each ~ $50 Book of 10
Purchase TICKETS from
Parish Churches - Parish Offices - Parish Schools
Online at
https://www.rafflelink.com.au/monster-raffle
Drawn Friday 10th December
Winners notified by phone

Summer is near

‘Fig trees were a prominent and well-known feature on
the Mount of Olives, where Jesus is speaking. This tree
only sprouts its leaves in late spring. When they appear
you
know
that
summer
is
near.
‘So Jesus, in effect, is saying that although the end of the
world is being described in calamitous terms, his disciples
are to respond with faith, with hope, with anticipation.
The end of the world means good times, summer, for
them. They are not signs that God has lost control of
history but that he is bringing things to a triumphant end.
It is indeed the victory of God and the twilight of all the
lesser gods which men have created for themselves over
the centuries.
‘Heaven and earth, the sun, moon, stars, galaxies and our
own little planet may all disappear but God’s Truth, Love
and Justice will prevail forever.’ Fr Frank Doyle SJ

REVERENCE & RESPECT
FOR THE SACRED PLACE OF THE CHURCH
The Church is not just any other assembly hall or
conference room or even a classroom. It is a sacred
place, because the community of faith comes here to
carry out sacred actions to offer and share the
sacrifice of Christ. It is important that Christ’s
presence both in the Eucharistic celebration and in
the tabernacle be treated at all times with the utmost
respect. We can show this respect by our reverent
demeanours, our reverent stance and dignified
movement, our bow or genuflection and our silence
or lowered voice.
Reflection by Artist
Recent experiences in Europe
and North America have shown
how life can be disrupted and
endangered by blackouts in
cities. Power failures can be
seriously scary! Jesus
describes the beginning of the
end times in terms of a vast
blackout: the sun and moon are
darkened and the stars have
fallen from
the sky. But this threatening situation is also full of
promise because the changes herald the coming of
the kingdom, of God's basileia, and the arrival of a
new order. It is up to us to read the signs of the times
and be prepared. © Jenny Close
DID YOU KNOW?
The first Christian communities believed that the
end of times and Christ’s second coming were
imminent. It was only after many years, when this
did not eventuate, that the language of the second
coming was tempered.
It is generally accepted by scholars that Mark’s
Gospel was the first one written, probably about
65-70AD
[The Summit]

NOVEMBER MASSES
November is the time when we remember our deceased relatives and friends. Let us be united with them as we pray
for the repose of their souls, especially during this month.

“In Remembrance With”

There is a special book
set up in front of the altar. All are invited to record
your deceased family and friends names in this book, to pray for them in a special way. November Mass Offering
Envelopes are available at the back of the Church. From next weekend the book for entering our relatives and friends
names will be available near the Altar.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF ROCKHAMPTON

4 November 2021
My dear people of the Rockhampton Diocese
Re: COVID-19 Vaccination Over these 18 months, we have been negotiating life around the pandemic of
COVID-19. As a senior citizen, I was offered the vaccine in one of the earlier tranches. I reflected on the
Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith guidelines and was guided by the Holy Father.

The Congregation’s document clarifying the moral questions involved can be found at the following link:
www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/
rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_notavaccini-anticovid_en.html
In summary, the Congregation’s document makes the following observations:
•
•

•

The destruction of unborn human life for medical research or treatment is, and has always been, a
gravely immoral act.
Despite this moral evil having taken place decades ago, and the fact that some current vaccines have
been developed using cells obtained from these abortions, the reception of such vaccines today is not
morally sinful, because of the seriousness of the pandemic and because the co-operation in the
immoral act by the person receiving the vaccine is remote1 .
If people have a choice, they should choose the vaccine that is not developed with the assistance of
immoral actions; but if they do not have a choice, they are morally free to receive the vaccine that has
been developed with such assistance. These guidelines were published in my letter to the Diocese in
February this year and come from the documents of the teaching office of the Catholic Church. Many
people have died here in Australia and overseas from the effects of COVID-19. The Holy Father’s own
personal doctor died from COVID-19. From my own perspective, I have been receiving vaccines and
inoculations for all my life. I remember receiving the painful tetanus injection when I ran a nail into my
foot while on the farm, then there was the close call of polio and tuberculosis in the 1950’s and recently
I lined up, because of my age, for the shingles injection. I marvel at the miracles of medical science.

Yet, before I underwent the AstraZeneca (Vaxzervia) vaccine, I consulted the specialist physician at the
Mater Hospital. It was on his advice, together with my orthopaedic surgeon and my GP, that I have now
received the two doses of the vaccine. In receiving the vaccine, I wanted to protect my health and those
whom I may meet through my pastoral ministry. As your Bishop, I would encourage all who reside in the
Diocese to join the vaccination program. The facts are very clear. The virus is present in our country and has
found its way into our regions. We are indeed fortunate to have one of the best medical supports in the world,
but an outbreak in our region will place enormous strain on our medical staff and hospitals. Some people,
however, may have a valid medical reason for not receiving the vaccination. If you believe this could be the
case, you should, as I did, seek proper medical advice. The Holy Father urged all people as ‘an act of love’ to
get vaccinated. In communion with the Holy Father, I strongly urge all involved in church ministry of our
Diocese to get vaccinated, as our ministry involves contact with other people, including those more
vulnerable.
Yours sincerely

Most Rev Michael McCarthy Bishop of Rockhampton

Catholic Parishes Of
North Mackay and Farleigh

CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS
A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
Today’s Gospel talks about the end of the world and sounds frightening, but it also
tells us that the word of God will last forever, even longer than the earth and the sky
will last.
Have you ever felt God’s love? How did that feel?
God wants us to be ready to meet him at any time. How can you do that?
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd
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REFLECTION
There is often a lot of talk and frenzy about the end of the world coming. It especially
happens with certain natural phenomenon such as comets, eclipses, and meteor
showers. It’s important to understand that Jesus insisted we cannot know the day or
the hour, that we cannot predict when this will happen. Sometimes unusual events in
the heavens are just natural phenomenon for us to enjoy, not to worry about.
Do you worry about the end of the world? If so, why? If not, why not?
When you hear talk about predictions of the end of time, how do you feel? What do
you say? What do you think about?
Do you ever worry about dying? If so, why? If not, why not?
Are you interested in cosmic happenings – planet alignments, comets, stars and the
like? How so?
© St Mary's Press

THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Q.
Q.
Q.
Q.
Q.

Special points of
interest:
• Reflection for
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• Children’s
Discussion
starters
• Activity
Sheets

Why did Jesus paint this picture of the future for his disciples just as they came
to Jerusalem?
What is the message for us when Jesus says no one will know the time of the
coming of the Son of Man?
Why might the gospel writer have included this section of Jesus speaking about
the future?
Do you think most people are optimistic or fearful about the future?
What are three things that you look forward to accomplishing in the future?
© Greg Sunter
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