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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Closed until 4th January 2022

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: ............. Closed until 6th January 2022

MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Church North Mackay
Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday: ...................................................... 6:30am Mass
Thursday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday: .............................................................. 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ................... 7:00am Mass followed with Holy Hour
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ............................................................ 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: .............................. Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia
Tuesday: ....................................................... 9:30am Rosary
Sunday: ........................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ....................................... Farleigh 9:30am Mass
Thursday: ............................................ Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday:.............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ...................................................... NO MASS Calen
Sunday: ........................................ Midge Point 9:15am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth ................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point .............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ...................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph Year C
Sunday, 26 December 2021

A Blessing For You This Christmas
For to us a child is born! A son is given to us!
And he will be our ruler, He will be called
Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.
His royal power will always
be at peace that has no end.
With these Words of the Scripture
May God’s Love fill your Heart
and bring you and your household peace,
happiness and joy this
CHRISTMAS and always.
May His face shed its light upon you
and guide you into the new year.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with you and your families.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Martin Forace, Muriel Atherton, Margot McGrath, Jarod Vella.
ANNIVERSARY: Darrin Johnston, Jane Deguara.
REMEMBRANCE MASS: Liza & Sam Sant, Matthew, Mary & Iris Vella,
Jane & Jim Deguara, Charles Sunte Vella, Vella Family, Deguara Family,
Derrin Johnston, Kirwan, Paton, Place, Petty & Badger Families, Albert,
Ellen & John Anderson, Joe Aguis, Frank Fenech, John Martin, Mary De
Thomasis, Joe Agius, Frank Fenech, Joe Debrincat, Charlie & Rita
DeBrincat, Jame Lawrence & Nicolina Zammit, Carmelo & Angela Agius,
Nick Agius, Charlie G Borg, Brian Hicks, Margot McGrath, Paul Flanagan,
Mary De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa
Zammit, Mary Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris Sciberras,
Peter Checuti, Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Marlene Green, Mavis Pearse, Andrew
Agius, Robert (Bob) Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah Pace, Vivienne
Neill (Viv), Kath Furlong, Mary Vassallo, Karen Livermore, Mary Borg,
Raylene Johnson, Adam Robertson, John Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Julie
Rowan, Gail Fallis, and all the sick of the Parish.

Reflection by Artist
In his account of the presentation of
Jesus in the Temple, Luke has
painstakingly woven evocative colours
and images from the Old Testament
around the more mundane elements
of the story. The child Jesus is set like a jewel in a lush
embroidery of prophecy, miracles and tradition. Even so, there
is still a human child here: Jesus has a mum and a dad and an
unremarkable early life journey in which he grows in wisdom
and grace.
[By Jenny Close]
Rosary at St Brendan’s Church, Tuesdays 9.30am.
Registrations will be at the door. Any queries please contact
Lyn McKenzie on 0458 710365
HOLY WATER BOTTLES
Holy Water bottles are available on the side tables of St Mary McKillop
and the Divine Mercy, to take home.

The Columban Mission Calendars
for year 2022 (Celebrating 100 years) Available
at Pious Good Store. Price $10 each.

Pious Goods Store
Bibles, crosses, rosary beads, greeting cards,
Xmas candles, cards & gifts
Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available
WANTED
Volunteer handy with timber to make a small bench top
for display unit in Pious Goods store. Approximate size 600mm x
500mm. Timber will be provided.

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
19/12/2021
No Givers

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
• St Joseph’s Parish Office will be closed from Monday
27th December and will reopen Tuesday 4th January 2022.
• St Brigid’s Parish Office will be closed on Thursday 30th
December and will reopen on Thursday 6th January 2022.

95

Direct Debits:….......$4218.00
Envelopes:………….$2074.50
Loose:……………….$869.30
Total:……….……..$7161.80

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

The three-year cycle of Gospel readings for this feast is
all we know of the Holy Family.
Year A — Matthew 2:13-15,19-23
The flight into Egypt and the return from exile.
Year B — Luke 2:22-40
The presentation of Jesus in the temple.
Year C — Luke 2:41-52
Mary, Joseph and Jesus, aged twelve, make
their annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem.
The restoration of family values has become a catch-cry
of some political parties, but there is no agreement on
what constitutes a family the norm in most households.
Whatever the family unit, the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph is presented as a model, not because it was
‘ideal’ but because, no matter what the disagreements
and stresses, it was characterised by a willingness to
trust in God and in each other. (Break Open The Word)

Words of Wisdom – Fr Christopher Rengens
“His [Christ’s) humanity is the first step down and the
last step up on the beautiful spiral of Creation.”
EUCHARISTIC FAST.
Those who receive Holy Communion are to abstain for one
hour beforehand from all food and drink with the exception of
water and medicine. This does not apply to the elderly, the
sick and those who care for them, or priests celebrating a
second or third Mass on a given day.
It is most strongly recommended that the faithful receive Holy
Communion in the course of a Eucharistic Celebration.
[CCL 918 –919]

Christmas Prayer

‘Lord, in this holy season of prayer and song and
laughter,
we praise you for the great wonders you have sent
us:
for shining star and angel's song,
for infant's cry in lowly manger.
We praise you for the Word made flesh in a little
Child.
We behold his glory, and are bathed in its
radiance.
‘Be with us as we sing the ironies of Christmas,
the incomprehensible comprehended,
the poetry made hard fact,
the helpless Babe who cracks the world asunder.
We kneel before you with the shepherds,
innkeepers, wise men.
Help us to rise bigger than we are. Amen.
MARY, MOTHER OF GOD
The first of January is the Feast of Mary, the Mother of
God—celebrating the title that was controversial in the early
centuries. The question was: Although Mary is the Mother
of Jesus, can she be called “Mother of God?” The Council
of Ephesus in 431 declared that she could, and the feast of
Mary under that title has been celebrated ever since.
This day is also the Octave of Christmas. It has also been
traditional to celebrate the naming and circumcision of
Jesus on this date, for Luke says that it was eight days
after his birth that Jesus fully became a member of God’s
chosen people.
In recent years the first of January has also been
designated as a day of prayer for world peace.

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
“And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in
her heart. (Lk 2:19)
Studies have indicated that New Year’s resolutions are not
always effective. We try to make too many of them, and we
don’t think them through or prepare for them very well.
They don’t have roots.
Taking a cue from the Gospel, instead of making
resolutions, maybe we should thing of making reflections.
For example, where is my life moving?
The Gospel says that the shepherds went in haste to
Bethlehem where they found Mary, Joseph ;and the infant
lying in a manger. There is movement here. The shepherds
moved toward Christ.
My life has a movement to it, a flow. Life is never inert,
standing still. I can direct my life, or I can let it drift, but I
must never have the illusion that it is standing still.
Where is my life moving?
Toward God….or away from God?
It’s definitely moving in one direction or the other.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph Year C Sunday, 26 December 2021

Gospel Reflection
We live in an era when we are constantly hearing
about the demise of the family and the demise of
family values. It seems that the family is under
constant attack. Divorce rates are at an all-time high
and a huge number of young people are raised in
single-parent families, divided families or blended
families. To talk about a ‘typical’ family is
increasingly irrelevant. What we are learning to
appreciate more and more is the diversity of family
experience. Despite all this, there is no disputing the
value of the family unit. Family is at the heart of our
society; at the heart of our development; and at the
heart of our Church. When we stop and think about it,
the Holy Family that we honour today wasn’t exactly
what we might describe as a ‘typical’ family and yet
they provide a model for all families.
In today’s gospel, we get a snapshot of family life for
Jesus, Mary and Joseph at a time when Jesus was 12
years old. We’re reminded that the family was a
faithful Jewish family, attending the Passover
celebrations in Jerusalem every year. We’re also
reminded that it is at the Passover celebrations some
20 or so years later that Jesus will be tried and
crucified. When Mary chastises the boy Jesus, he
reminds her that he needs to be busy with his Father’s
affairs. Mary and Joseph are confused by this, perhaps
forgetting momentarily that Jesus is referring to his
heavenly Father. This incident, so often dismissed as
background ‘colour’ to the gospel narrative, conveys
the significant truth that Jesus shared a family
relationship with Mary and Joseph, but also shared a
family relationship with God, his Father. It reminds us
that Jesus called all of us to enter into the relationship
he shared with his Father.
© Greg Sunter

GOD, BLESS OUR HOME.

A house is made of materials that are replaceable. But a
home is founded on relationships, love, memories, joys
and pains, births and deaths. No material compensation
can ever be made for the loss of these. On this feast of
the Holy Family we pray, “God, bless our home”,
whatever its shape may be.
Responsorial Psalm: How happy they who dwell in your house,

O Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Open our heart, O Lord,

to listen to the words of your Son.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
The Epiphany of the Lord Year C
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ps 71:1-2,7-8,10-13. R.v.11.
Ephesians 3:2-3,5-6.
Matthew 2:1-12.

Historical Context – Jesus the Jew
This gospel passage reminds us of the fact that Jesus and
his family were faithful Jews throughout their lives.
Although in his public ministry Jesus challenged some of
the practices and attitudes of the institutional religion, he
nevertheless remained faithful throughout his life. In this
incident, we see the practice of travelling to the Temple in
Jerusalem to celebrate Passover and we also see the very
Jewish method of teaching and exploring Torah through
question and answer. Some people oddly struggle with the
notion of Jesus as a Jew and yet the gospels repeatedly
demonstrate how he was faithful to the tradition.
© Greg Sunter

Have you thought? Mary
We’re told in today’s gospel that Mary ‘stored up all these
things in her heart’. Mary is a model of the reflective life.
When extraordinary, life-altering events occur to her, she
is portrayed as pondering these events in her heart. She
responds to these events by allowing them to speak to her
and speak to her heart rather than simply ‘reacting’ as so
many of us do. The ability to reflect on events, rather than
react to them, can lead to a much better considered
response and less chance of making the same mistakes
over and over again.
.
© Greg Sunter

Living the Gospel – Importance of family
It is sometimes easy to glibly declare that our families are
important to us, but it is in the everyday living of family
life that we have the opportunity to demonstrate how
serious we are. It is inevitable, as we establish our
individual identity, that we will at times clash with our
family’s expectations and challenge the authority of
parents. However, we can never forget the love, care and
security our family has provided throughout our lives.
Parents try to protect their children from disappointment
and harm and reflect the love of God when they’re
repeatedly prepared to try again with damaged family
relationships.
© Greg Sunter
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CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS

Inside this issue:

A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
How many people are there in your family at home?

How many people can you count in your wider family?
What is special about your family?
Why are families important?
We all belong to God’s family. How can we show we value the members of
our family and God’s family?
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

REFLECTION
Picture yourself in Jesus’ situation. You have been sightseeing with your parents at the festival in the big city, and your parents are on their way home. They
have been travelling for a day and cannot find you. They turn around, walk back
to the city and search for you for three days before they find you talking to the
priests in a church!
What would your parents say to you? What would you say to them? How much
trouble would you be in? Where would you have stayed for those days you
hadn’t seen them? What would you have been thinking?
Is it fun to think that Jesus ‘got in trouble’ with his parents too? Sometimes we
get so hung up on Jesus as Almighty God that we forget about Jesus as a
human being. What other things do you think Jesus must have done as he grew
up – things we don’t usually think about, things not recorded in the Bible?
© St Mary's Press

THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Q. What does this incident tell us about the
relationship between Jesus, Mary and
Joseph?
Q. In what way was Jesus beginning the work
of God in this incident?
Q. What can we learn from Mary’s reaction of
storing up such incidents ‘in her heart’?
Q. Are there times you take your family for
granted?
Q. How could you better demonstrate your
love for your family?
© Greg Sunter
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