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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .................... Thursday 9am—12:00pm

The Epiphany of the Lord

MASS TIMES

Sunday, 2 January 2022

St Joseph’s Church North Mackay
Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday: ...................................................... 6:30am Mass
Thursday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday: .............................................................. 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ............................................................ 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: .............................. Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia
Tuesday: ....................................................... 9:30am Rosary
Sunday: ........................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ....................................... Farleigh 9:30am Mass
Thursday: ............................................ Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday:.............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ..................................................Calen 9:00am Mass
Sunday: ............................................. NO MASS Midge Point

Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth ................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point .............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ...................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

The Christmas season reaches an apex with the Epiphany. In
some liturgical traditions, it is the central celebration of
Christmas. It commemorates not only the birth of Christ and
the visit of the Magi, but also his baptism in the Jordan and
the manifestation of his glory at the wedding feast of Cana. In
the Roman Catholic tradition, the focus is on the visit of the
Magi and the implications of that visit for the glorious
manifestation of God to all the peoples of the world.

There is a wonderful summons to alertness and presence of
mind and heart, a call for all the nations to witness the
marvellous works of God that shine as light in the midst of the
surrounding darkness. The light of God is known in the ways
in which the most vulnerable in the city are cared for and
acknowledged. In just action and righteousness, the city
becomes the beacon of God, and all the nations are attracted
by this light. The quality of the light leads the way through the
darkness and sustains the world in goodness and peace.

The

manifestation of God among us changes the ways in
which we perceive each other. Christ's birth provides us with
the light by which we see a new criterion for relating. The
Magi represent the multi-ethnic and cultural diversity in civic
and parish situations, as well as the many religions of the
world. All people, regardless of race or ethnic origin, can be
co-heirs with Christ. Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSS

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Martin Forace, Muriel Atherton, Margot McGrath,
Jarod Vella.
ANNIVERSARY: Darrin Johnston, Jane Deguara.
REMEMBRANCE MASS: Liza & Sam Sant, Matthew, Mary & Iris
Vella, Jane & Jim Deguara, Charles Sunte Vella, Vella Family,
Deguara Family, Derrin Johnston, Kirwan, Paton, Place, Petty &
Badger Families, Albert, Ellen & John Anderson, Joe Aguis,
Frank Fenech, John Martin, Mary De Thomasis, Joe Agius,
Frank Fenech, Joe Debrincat, Charlie & Rita DeBrincat, Jame
Lawrence & Nicolina Zammit, Carmelo & Angela Agius, Nick
Agius, Charlie G Borg, Brian Hicks, Margot McGrath, Paul
Flanagan, Mary De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Salvatore
Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam
& Doris Sciberras, Peter Checuti, Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo,
John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Marlene Green, Mavis Pearse,
Andrew Agius, Robert (Bob) Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah
Pace, Vivienne Neill (Viv), Kath Furlong, Mary Vassallo, Karen
Livermore, Mary Borg, Raylene Johnson, Adam Robertson, John
Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Julie Rowan, Gail Fallis, and all the sick of
the Parish.

HOLY WATER BOTTLES
Holy Water bottles are available on the side tables of St Mary
McKillop and the Divine Mercy, to take home.

Pious Goods Store
Bibles, crosses, rosary beads, greeting cards, cards & gifts
Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available
WANTED
Volunteer handy with timber to make a small bench top
for display unit in Pious Goods store. Approximate size
600mm x 500mm. Timber will be provided.
Rosary at St Brendan’s Church, Tuesdays 9.30am.
Registrations will be at the door. Any queries please contact
Lyn McKenzie on 0458 710365

The Columban Mission
Calendars
for year 2022 (Celebrating
100 years) Available at
Pious Good Store. Price
$10 each.
Words of Wisdom – St Anselm
“Mary was raised to the dignity of Mother of God for
sinners rather than for the just, since Jesus Christ declares
that he came to call not the just, but sinners.

The Solemnity of the Epiphany
celebrates the revelation of Jesus
to the Gentiles. The Gentiles,
representing all
non-Jewish
people, are first present to us
through the Magi form the East.
The gifts they offered were their
commitment to this precious
child. ‘Beginning with the liturgical assembly, the
sacrament of the Eucharist commits us, in our daily lives,
to do everything for God’s glory,’ Pope Benedict reminds
us.
As we gather on Sunday for Mass, the whole of our week
is given direction – day by day we become “ a worship
pleasing to God by living our lives as a vocation.”
Our work is a vocation entrusted to us by God and gives
us a chance to be an example of Jesus living in today’s
world.
This feast of the Epiphany gives us an opportunity once
again to think




‘What is leading my journey to Jesus’?



The word ‘epiphany’ means ‘manifestation’ or
‘showing’.

What gifts do I bring?
SHARING THE TRADITION
The Feast of the Epiphany came to be celebrated about
the fourth century and has been a very important feast,
especially in the Eastern Churches. For the early Church,
one of the biggest problems they faced was the
realisation that even those who were not Jewish were
invited to faith in Jesus as Lord. Even though his roots
were in Judaism, Jesus was of significance to all people
who seek the truth.
DID YOU KNOW?



The gifts brought by the Magi (probably
astrologers form Persia) reveal many things about
Jesus. The gold signifies his kingship, the
frankincense, his priestly role, and the myrrh
suggests the spices and ointment with which his
body is anointed and wrapped at his death which
brought salvation.
SYMBOLS & IMAGES
Gifts establish a special relationship between the giver
and receiver. We sometimes call them ‘presents’
because they somehow make the giver present to the
one who receives. Often it is the simplest of gifts which
are treasured because they recall to us someone we
love. How is Christ ‘present’ to you?
MAKING CONNECTIONS
The wise men were warned not to return the same way.
They did not backtrack but took a new road in life after
their encounter with the Christ child.
Spend some time this week reflecting on the new road
you have taken. How has it changed the way you act or
think?
PRAYER
It may be appropriated to pray today at the crib. Pray that all
people may be open to the revelation of God in the world and
in their lives. Pray for each other, end with a blessing prayer
or peace shared with a friend.

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

Today’s Readings:
First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6
Isaiah exults over the light and glory through which the nations
will come to the Lord.
Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6
Pagan and Gentile nations are now being given their place in the
Church.
Gospel Matthew 2:1-12
The wise men are led by God’s grace through the light of a star to
worship the Lord and give him their gifts.
Summary
1. The magi, or wise men, were astrologers, magicians, pagans,
whose observations led them to follow the star.
2. The magi represent the pagan, Gentile nations, who will be
evangelised by the Church.
3. Though the magi were searching, it was God who was guiding
them because God wanted to be found by them, and by us.
[The Living Word]

The Will of God never takes you to where the Grace of
God will not protect you.
Christian One-Liners
FINDING GOD
Inside every person, there is a stirring, a
sense of restlessness and searching and
incompleteness. It’s inside everyone, but
that doesn’t mean that everyone tunes into
it.
It is a stirring caused by something in us
like a compass needle that points us
toward God. As St. Augustine said, “We
were made for God and our hearts are
restless until we find God.”
Everyone’s journey is different. Some people, like the Wise
Men, have to go through the desert. Most everyone loses
the star along the way sometime – often more than once!
Nicodemus travelled at night because he was afraid of what
others would think. We know the story of Paul’s journey – it
hit him by surprise.
Every journey has it’s moments of doubt, and sometimes
they're difficult ones. As with any journey, it has it ups and
downs, it hills and valleys. Sometimes you get lost. Sadly,
there are those who never even try the journey. Those who
never tune into the “stirring's” of their heart, or those who
are afraid to take the journey, for whatever reason.

Each one of us could tell a story of our journey toward God.
But sometimes we don’t reflect enough on that journey – it’s
like we just landed here and “inherited” God. But that’s not
true at all. It really helps to reflect on the journey see it all
again for ourselves, even share some of the wonderful bits
with friends. This is evangelising you know, and lets face it,
this wonderful journey isn’t over.

PLEASE NOTE: IMPORTANT
The Blessed EucharistWhen the Blessed Sacrament leaves the Sanctuary
to be distributed in the Church itself, it should be
carried with dignity, with one hand covering the
Ciborium, to safeguard the Body of Christ.
First ReaderWhen the First Reader processes into the Church for
the Saturday evening Mass, the Book is to be placed
on the Lectern unopened. At the appropriate time it
is then opened for the First Reading. Hence- "

Break open the word".
There are no foreigners

‘The meaning is very clear from the general context of
Matthew's Gospel. God, in the person of Jesus, is reaching
out to the whole world. More than that, the religious leaders
of his own people, although clearly aware of where the
Messiah would be born, made no effort whatever to
investigate. Yet Bethlehem was "just down the road", so to
speak, from Jerusalem.
‘These pagan foreigners, on the other hand, went to great
lengths to find the "King of the Jews" and "do him homage".
‘All in all, today's feast is telling us that for God there are no
foreigners, no outsiders. From his point of view, all are
equally his beloved children. We all, whatever external
physical or cultural differences there may be between us,
belong to one single family which has one Father, "our"
Father. It means that every one of us is a brother and sister
to everyone else.’

Excerpt from a homily by Fr Frank Doyle SJ

The Word - Celebrated in the Liturgy
‘To understand the word of God, then, we need to
appreciate and experience the essential meaning and
value of the liturgical action. A faith-filled
understanding of sacred Scripture must always refer back
to the liturgy, in which the word of God is celebrated
as a timely and living word: “In the liturgy the
Church faithfully adheres to the way Christ himself
read and explained the sacred Scriptures, beginning
with his coming forth in the synagogue and urging
all to search the Scriptures”. Here one sees the sage
pedagogy of the Church, which proclaims and listens
to sacred Scripture following the rhythm of the
liturgical year.’ Excerpt from Post-Synod
document, Verbum Domini, Pope Benedict XVI Full text at:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/
apost_exhortations/documents/hf_benxvi_exh_20100930_verbum-domini_en.html

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

Gospel Reflection

The gospel of Mark, the first of the four canonical
gospels to be written, does not bother at all with
the question of the birth of Jesus. Written some ten
or more years later, the gospels of Luke and
Matthew
both
present
a
version
of
the
circumstances surrounding the birth of Jesus. The
gospel of John, written later still, also avoids details
of Jesus’ birth. The two accounts of the infancy that
we do have from the gospels tell very different
stories because they have each been used to place
the rest of the gospel in a particular context.
Unfortunately, the two stories have been mashed
together so much that we now have one notion of
the Christmas story that is a poor amalgam of the
two unique narratives.

Historical Context – The Magi

In some translations, the ‘wise men’ of this passage
are referred to as ‘Magi’. Magi was the name given to
the Persian priestly caste. Persia (now, Iran) lies to
the east of Israel. These wise men are also
sometimes portrayed as astrologers, but that is
largely because of the reference ‘We saw his star as
it rose’. It is interesting that the passage describes
‘some’ wise men; tradition has developed a specific
number of three – based on the three gifts
presented. These anonymous (and purely literary)
figures have been given names and their ‘relics’ lie in
honour beneath the Cathedral of Cologne.

Greg Sunter

Have you thought? – Epiphany

In the gospel of Luke, Joseph and Mary are living in
The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation
Nazareth and travel to Bethlehem and are forced to
of Jesus to humankind. The wise men are the
give birth out in a field because there is no room at
representatives of humanity bearing witness to this
the only inn in Bethlehem. The ones who bear
revelation. However, the Epiphany celebrates the
witness to the birth in this account are shepherds –
revelation of Jesus as not only the Messiah of Israel
some of the lowest of the low – as the gospel of
but the Saviour of the whole world. Interestingly, in
Luke identifies Jesus as having a preferential option
this gospel that emphasises the ‘Jewish-ness’ of
for the lowly ones. In the gospel of Matthew,
Jesus, the witnesses to the birth are gentiles from a
Joseph and Mary are living in Bethlehem and give
foreign land. Their inclusion is a powerful
birth in their own house. They later flee to Egypt
declaration that the revelation of Jesus is for all
and then settle in Nazareth. The two towns need to
people. Regardless of the liturgical year, this
be included in both accounts because they are
reading is always used on the feast of the Epiphany
named in some of the ancient prophecies about the
to celebrate this pivotal moment.
Greg Sunter
Messiah. In the gospel of Matthew, the witnesses to
the birth are wise men, dignitaries from another Gospel Focus – Going home
land. The Matthew writer wants to emphasise the The wise men, or Magi, are warned in a dream not to
‘kingship’ of Jesus and it is fitting that foreign go back to Herod and they go home by a different
dignitaries present gifts on the birth of a king.
way. How could they do anything but go home
The two stories deserve to be dealt with uniquely another way – indeed, go home as different people?
and should be unravelled from the muddled, They are changed by their encounter with the child
entwined version that dominates our Christmas Jesus and they go home a different way; in a
different state; in a whole different frame of mind.
imagery.
Greg Sunter
When we genuinely encounter Jesus – in scripture, in
life, in prayer, in ourselves – then we cannot go
home the same way; we must go home by a
different way as the Magi did.
Greg Sunter

Psalm Response:

Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia! We have seen his star in the East;
and have come to adore the Lord. Alleluia!

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

The Baptism of the Lord Year C
Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7

Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v.11
Acts 10:34-38
Lk 3:15-16. 21-22

Reflection by Artist

Epiphany is the feast of the Star child. The story of
the Magi is another detail in the rich embroidery of
prophecy, miracles and tradition that binds Matthew's
infancy narrative together. Here the newborn Hebrew
child has a significance beyond his social and
historical frame: Christ came to save the world.

Jenny Close

Catholic Parishes Of
North Mackay and Farleigh

CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS

Inside this issue:

A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
The wise men searched for a king. What do you think they imagined Jesus
would be like?
What did they see when they found Jesus?
How would you greet Jesus today?

Activity Sheet 2

Cross Word

3

Word Search

3

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

REFLECTION
The astrologers in the Magi story went through quite a journey in search of the
baby Jesus. They obviously believed in him and had faith in the star.
Have you ever ‘followed a star’? Have you ever gone after a dream or an ideal you
believed in? Are you still going after it? What gives you the energy to keep going?
How do you know it is worth it?
The gifts brought by the Magi have significance.
Gold is a symbol of wealth and fidelity.
Frankincense is burned to purify the atmosphere by releasing an aromatic and
pleasing smell. For centuries, indigenous people in many countries have burned
smoke in order to bless and purify themselves, and monks have watched incense
rise to the sky as a symbol of their prayers ascending to God.
Myrrh is a kind of resin or oil used for anointing and embalming. It is a symbol of
comfort and soothing (who doesn’t enjoy a rubdown?) but it is also a foreshadowing
of death.
How were these gifts symbolic for Jesus?
What three gifts would be symbolic of you and your life so far? Explain the
symbolism.

Special points of
interest:

• Reflection for
young people
• Children’s
Discussion
starters
• Activity
Sheets
• Cross Word
• Word Search

THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Q. Why does Herod appear to take a great
interest in the birth of Jesus?
Q. What might Mary and Joseph have
thought to see the wise men bringing
gifts to their baby?
Q. In what way was the journey of the wise
men a journey of faith?
Q. What is the significance of the wise men
presenting earthly ‘treasures’ to the
Christ child?
© Greg Sunter
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