Catholic Parishes Of North Mackay and Farleigh
Parish Priest
Fr Stephen Hanly

Administrator
Fr James Ezeocha

Associate Pastor
Fr Sijo George

Serving The Church Communities Of
St Joseph’s Church, North Mackay
St Brendan’s Church, Bucasia
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Web: www.catholicparishesofnorthmackay.org.au

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Church North Mackay
Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday: ...................................................... 6:30am Mass
Thursday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday: .............................................................. 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ............................................................ 9:00am Mass

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .................. Closed until further notice.

There has been an option put forward by the Diocese
that under current conditions some staff may choose
to work from home. St Brigid’s Parish Office
Farleigh will not open on Thursdays. St Joseph’s
Parish Office North Mackay will not open on
Mondays. Any inquiries will be taken by phone and
attended to as soon as possible. Thank you for your
understanding.

Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: .............................. Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia
Tuesday: ....................................................... 9:30am Rosary
Sunday: ........................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ....................................... Farleigh 9:30am Mass
Thursday: ............................................ Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday:.............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ...................................................... NO MASS Calen
Sunday: ........................................ Midge Point 9:15am Mass

Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth ................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point .............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ...................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

This Christological feast brings to a close the Christmas season that

reveals who God is for us and who we are to be for others in Christ.
The baptism of Jesus inaugurates his ministry as the messiah of God.
The passage from Isaiah indicates the kind of messiah that God
intends Jesus to be. He will be a servant, one who, though mighty, is
gentle, one who is chosen by the high God yet committed to the needy
and the marginal, one who is the proclaimed Son of God and who still
attends to the least within the human community. He may have come
from an insignificant village like Nazareth, but he was anointed with
the Holy Spirit and with power.

For whom did the messiah of God come? He came for people who

The Baptism of the Lord
Sunday, 9 January 2022

were broken and suffering, blind or imprisoned. He came for people
who are so easily pushed to the margins, beyond our view, where the
circumstances of their lives will not trouble us – the homeless, the
unemployed, the abandoned children, the helpless elderly, the
mentally and chronically ill. He also came to people who, like
Cornelius, do not belong to our inner circles, people who for any
number of reasons threaten us, people we might actually despise. He
came for the strangers among us, those who have different cultural
customs, those who worship in different ways. He came for people we
have pushed out as well as for those we have refused to let in. The
messiah of God came for all people without distinction. by Dianne Bergant CSS

Christifideles Laici
SHARERS IN THE PRIESTLY MISSION OF JESUS

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Martin Forace, Muriel Atherton, Margot McGrath, Jarod Vella.
REMEMBRANCE MASS: Pat Brazil, Muriel Atherton, Liza & Sam
Sant, Carmelo & Angela Agius, Nick Agius, Charlie G Borg,
Brian Hicks, Margot McGrath,Mary De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera)
Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary Zammit,
Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris Sciberras, Peter Checuti,
Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Marlene Green, Mavis Pearse,
Andrew Agius, Robert (Bob) Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah
Pace, Vivienne Neill (Viv), Mary Vassallo, Karen Livermore, Mary
Borg, Raylene Johnson, Adam Robertson, John Mifsud, Maria
Spiteri, Julie Rowan, Gail Fallis, and all the sick of the Parish.

HOLY WATER BOTTLES
Holy Water bottles are available on the side tables of St Mary
McKillop and the Divine Mercy, to take home.

Pious Goods Store

‘The lay faithful are sharers in the priestly mission, for
which Jesus offered himself on the cross and continues to
be offered in the celebration of the Eucharist for the glory
of God and the salvation of humanity. Incorporated in
Jesus Christ, the baptized are united to him and to his
sacrifice in the offering they make of themselves and their
daily activities (cf. Rom 12:1, 2). Speaking of the lay
faithful the Council says: "For their work, prayers and
apostolic endeavours, their ordinary married and family
life, their daily labour, their mental and physical relaxation,
if carried out in the Spirit, and even the hardships of life if
patiently borne – all of these become spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (cf. 1 Pt 2:5).
During the celebration of the Eucharist these sacrifices are
most lovingly offered to the Father along with the Lord's
body. Thus as worshipers whose every deed is holy, the
lay faithful consecrate the world itself to God".
Extract from Christifideles Laici, Pope John Paul II, 1988 Full text at:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/
hf_jp-ii_exh_30121988_christifideles-laici_en.html

IN WHAT WAY IS GOD THE TRUTH?
‘God is Truth itself and as such he can neither deceive nor
be deceived. He is “light, and in him there is no darkness
“(1 John 1:5). The eternal Son of God, the incarnation of
Wisdom, was sent into the world “to bear witness to the
Truth.” (John 18:37)’
Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, # 41
Provided by the Catholic Enquiry Centre. http://www.catholicenquiry.com

Bibles for all age groups, crosses,
rosary beads, greeting cards and gift ideas
Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available
WANTED
Volunteer handy with timber to make a small bench top
for display unit in Pious Goods store. Approximate size 600mm
x 500mm. Timber will be provided.
Rosary at St Brendan’s Church, Tuesdays 9.30am.
Registrations will be at the door. Any queries please contact
Lyn McKenzie on 0458 710365

The Columban Mission
Calendars
for year 2022 (Celebrating
100 years) Available at
Pious Good Store. Price
$10 each.

Feast Day
THURSDAY JANUARY 17
ST ANTHONY OF EGYPT

(251-356)

After the death of his wealthy landowner parents, Anthony,
at the age of 34, felt called to follow the words of Jesus:
‘Go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and come,
follow Me.’ From then on he spent his time living the life of
a desert hermit. He is notable for being one of the first
ascetics to attempt living in the desert proper, completely
cut off from civilization – and has hence been called ‘the
founder of Christian monasticism’.
ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
2/01/2022
No Givers

53

Direct Debits:….......$1060.00
Envelopes:………….$1256.00
Loose:……………….$456.35
Total:……….……..$2772.35
Christmas Mass Collection
$3053.65

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

Reflection by Artist
The Baptism of Jesus marks
the beginning of his ministry. The story
describes a very tangible and textured
encounter with God in terms accessible
to human imagination. At the same
time, the events draw human thinking,
feeling and sensing to unfamiliar
and mysterious levels of experience. A
captivating theophany is depicted: the heavens are torn apart, the
Spirit appears and descends like a dove on Jesus and the voice of
God affirms that Jesus is the chosen one, the 'Beloved'. There is
unmistakable tenderness here.
[By Jenny Close]

GOSPEL COMMENTARY

Why did Jesus choose to be baptized?

‘Why did Jesus choose to be baptized by John? One
answer we might give lies in the revelation of divine
humility. The Son of God not only washed the feet of
sinners, he allowed himself to be numbered with them. It
is significant that here, at the beginning of Christ's
ministry, the revelation of his divine sonship is also the
revelation of the Father and the Holy Spirit.
‘There is a gentle approval in the tender words of the
Father and the presence of the Spirit in the form of a
graceful dove, as the Son of God submits to baptism with
a loving humility. The Christmas season began with the
Incarnation which shows God's love for our humanity. It
ends with the feast of Christ's baptism in which Christ
publicly identifies with sinners to the approval of Father
and Spirit. He will keep company with sinners to the very
end of his life on the cross.’

The Baptism of the Lord
Introduction
Today we celebrate the feast of the Baptism of the Lord.
It’s the last day of the Christmas season, but the readings
herald the start of Jesus’ ministry as an adult.
Today’s Readings
First Reading Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11
The prophet consoles God’s people who are in exile in
Babylon.
Second Reading Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
The writer tells us that God has saved us by the cleansing
water of rebirth.
Gospel Luke 3:15-16. 21-22
At his baptism, Jesus hears the voice of God his Father:
“You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.”
Summary
1.
Baptism was in existence before the time of Jesus.
2.
Baptism means “immersion”; John invited people to
immerse themselves in the things of God’s
kingdom.
3.
Jesus’ baptism is the occasion of the immersion of
God, who is Father, Son and Spirit, in humanity.
The Living Word

Excerpt from a reflection by Fr John Kenrick OP

The feast
Notes on the Gospel - Why was Jesus baptised? He was

sinless; the bath of repentance could not make Him holy. In
Matthew's Gospel account of this moment in the life of Christ, the
former tax collector records the brief exchange where Jesus tells
His cousin John; "Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to
fulfil all righteousness." The humanity of the God Man, perfect as
it was, still had to be subjected to baptism in accordance with the
Father's plan, so that Christ, the "firstborn of many brethren"
could establish the pattern that His brothers were later to follow.
At His baptism, it was not Jesus who was cleansed, but the
waters themselves which were purified by their encounter with
the spotless Lamb of God. Now water, a mere physical
substance, confers Spirit, grace, light and love — the very Life of
God Himself — to the souls of those baptised.
At the close of the Christmas season at the dawn of the third
millennium, we are reminded of the power of this great sacrament
which immerses us in the life, death and resurrection of the One
who was baptized so many centuries ago. The guilt of original sin
is washed away. An indelible sacramental character conforms us
to Christ. The Holy Spirit is given as a gift, and abides continually
in the soul … and God the Father leads us to embrace our
eternal destiny with Him, by the grace conferred upon us by
Jesus Christ, whose own baptism we celebrate today.
From a reflection the Feast of the Baptism of Jesus by Fr John Riley. Fr Riley is parochial vicar at St John the
Evangelist Parish in Warrenton and professor of sacred Scripture at Christendom College in Front Royal.

of the Baptism of the Lord closes the
season of Christmas and leads into he season of
Ordinary Time. It celebrates Jesus as the anointed of
God in a collage of readings; ‘prepare a way for the
Lord’; ‘make a straight highway for our God’; ‘say,
here is your God’; ‘you are my Son, the Beloved: my
favour rests on you’.
This anointed one will be a servant who does not
match society’s expectations of a Messiah. He will be
committed to those on the edge of society and
sensitive to their needs. He will bring justice to the
oppressed and hope to the marginalised. He came
for the blind and the afflicted and challenged the selfsufficiency of the rich. He came as the anointed of
God—for all.
Most of us do not remember our baptism and
probably have confused memories of our
confirmation. The voice from heaven in today’s
Gospel, then, is a reminder of what was said on
those occasions: ‘You are (mine). My beloved; my
favour rests on you’.
[Break Open The Word]

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

The Baptism of the Lord - Year C
Sunday, 9 January 2022
Gospel Reflection

Historical context – Baptism

Today’s gospel begins with a level of expectancy
among the people that John the Baptist may be the
Christ; the Messiah. This seemingly throwaway
introductory comment confirms the fact that the
Jewish expectation of the Messiah was particularly
heightened at the time of John and Jesus. At the time
of the ministries of John and Jesus, the Romans had
been the occupying force in Judaea for about 80 or 90
years. Throughout most of their lives the infamous
Galilee area had been relatively peaceful and free of
revolutionary activity but that changed from about 26
CE. With the anti-Roman sentiment on the rise, the
ancient yearning fora Messiah resurfaced.

John makes clear to the people that the baptism he
performs is with water but the baptism by Jesus is with
the Holy Spirit. John preached a baptism of repentance.
In keeping with his Jewish tradition, John called upon the
people to make public declaration of their wrong-doing
and commitment to be washed clean of this sinfulness
and desire to live in right relationship with God and others.
The baptism to which he refers is the complete change of
heart and mind that comes through the Holy Spirit and
results from a person accepting the message of Jesus.

This Messianic expectation stretched back hundreds
of years and was richly associated with the sovereign
line of King David. The Davidic line ruled for more
than 400 years until it was ended in the early 6th
Century BCE byte Jewish people being exiled in
Babylon for about 50 years.
The term, Messiah, literally means anointed one. In
ancient Israel, the king was designated by being
anointed with oil on his head. Following the exile in
Babylon, the people longed for another great king, in
the style and from the line of David. Over time, this
expectation grew into an ideal that one day a perfect
king would rise up again and be the anointed one; the
Messiah. As the years grew into decades and
centuries, this expectation took on more and more
significance. When the Messiah came, the whole
world would be putto right; a period of justice and
peace would prevail; the oppressed would be
liberated.
Whilst the people longed for the Messiah to appear,
the gospels reveal that they had difficulty believing
Jesus was the one for whom they hoped. © Greg Sunter

Psalm Response:
O bless the Lord, my soul!
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
John said: He who is to come is mightier than I; he
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
Alleluia!

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Second Sunday In Ordinary Time Year C
Isaiah 62:1-5
Ps 95:1-3,7-10. R.v.3
Corinthians 12:4-11
John 2:1-11

© Greg Sunter

Gospel focus – My Son, the Beloved
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’
This declaration by the voice from Heaven – the voice of
God – is an amalgamation of two earlier pieces of
scripture: ‘You are my son; today I have begotten
you’ (Ps2:7) and ‘Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my
chosen, in whom my soul delights’ (Is 42:1). The fact that
it is uttered before Jesus has begun his ministry is a sign
to all of us that God delights in us for who we are, not for
what we have achieved in our lives.
© Greg Sunter

Have you thought? Trinity
The baptism event in the gospels is a moment of
revelation of the Trinitarian nature of God. The Holy
Spirit descends upon Jesus in the form of a dove
whilst the voice of God is heard to declare of Jesus,
‘You are my Son.’ It is a unique moment in the
scriptures where the three persons of God are
individually and collectively revealed. Although the
scriptures do not explicitly name God as Trinity, by
the time of Paul’s early writings, blessings in the
name of Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit are frequent.
Despite this, Trinity continues to be a difficult
concept for many Christians.
© Greg Sunter

Catholic Parishes Of
North Mackay and Farleigh
REFLECTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE –

Lisa-Marie Calderone-Stewart

Try to imagine what it would be like on a hot, dry day to go to the river and be
baptised by John the Baptiser. Try to imagine being drenched with water as you
make a new commitment to life without sin. Then imagine seeing Jesus, the one
John has been preaching about. He gets baptised himself, and the skies open up
and a dove alights on him, and you hear the voice of God announce pleasure
with what Jesus has done.
What would you do next? How is your life different when you take that experience seriously? How is your life different now because of your baptism?
Being drenched with water would be most appealing when we are hot, dry or
dirty. Recall a particular time that you looked forward to the cooling, cleansing
experience of being drenched with water.
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© St Mary's Press

CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS

The Baptism of the Lord

Special points of
interest:

Today we hear what it means to be the servant of
the Lord. Isaiah’s reading is frequently referred to
as the first of the servant songs. Jesus’ baptism
shows the fulfilment of the promise of a saviour as
Jesus prepares to begin his public ministry.

• Reflection for
young people

In today’s readings we see the promise and the fulfilment of God’s covenant with humankind. We also
see the faith of both Isaiah and John the Baptist.
The servant in Isaiah and Jesus in the Gospel are
one and the same. We, however, are also servants
of God. Our duty is to bring God to the world by our
good example. First, we must bring God to our children. A good New Year’s resolution would be to
bring Jesus out of the church on weekends, and
place him in our own lives each day of the week. All
our families will benefit from this effort.
© St Mary's Press

Questions
to ponder
Q. What purpose is served
by John preaching
about someone ‘more
powerful’ than himself?
Q. How do you think
John’s followers might
have responded to
Jesus’ arrival?
Q. What is the difference
between a baptism of
water and being
baptised with the Holy
Spirit?
Q. Why does Mark include
the reader in the secret
of Jesus’ truth from the
beginning of the
gospel?
Greg Sunter
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• Word Search
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