Catholic Parishes Of North Mackay and Farleigh
Parish Priest
Fr Stephen Hanly

Associate Pastor
Fr James Ezeocha

Serving The Church Communities Of
St Joseph’s Church, North Mackay
St Brendan’s Church, Bucasia

St Brigid’s Church, Farleigh
St Helen’s Church, Calen
St Peter’s Church, Midge Point
Star of the Sea Church, Seaforth

EMERGENCY CONTACT: for anointing the sick 0400 874 807
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O F F I C E S

A N D
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Web: www.catholicparishesofnorthmackay.org.au

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Church North Mackay
Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday: ....................... AUSTRALIA DAY 9:00am Mass
Thursday: .......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday: .............................................................. 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ............................................................ 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: .............................. Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia
Tuesday: ....................................................... 9:30am Rosary
Sunday: ........................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ............................................ NO MASS Farleigh
Thursday: ............................................ Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday:.............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ...................................................... NO MASS Calen
Sunday: ........................................ Midge Point 9:15am Mass

Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth ................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point .............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ...................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .................. Closed until further notice.

There has been an option put forward by the Diocese
that under current conditions some staff may choose
to work from home. St Brigid’s Parish Office
Farleigh will not open on Thursdays. St Joseph’s
Parish Office North Mackay will not open on
Mondays. Any inquiries will be taken by phone and
attended to as soon as possible. Thank you for your
understanding.

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time—Year C
23rd January, 2022
In both the reading from Nehemiah and the Gospel
passage, we see the dynamic power of the word of God.
Paul’s teaching originated as oral proclamation, and like
the texts read by Ezra the priest and the one interpreted
by Jesus himself, it was first proclaimed aloud. Only later
were these proclamations written and handed down from
one community to another, from one generation to the
next.
The word of God elicits various responses. In the first
reading, the people cried out in response: ‘Amen, amen!
So be it! We hear and we will obey!’ From the verses
contained in today’s gospel, we do not know how those
who heard Jesus’ interpretation reacted to it. We do know
that both audiences listened intently to the sacred words
of Scripture. Can we do less? Are we eager to obey?
Do we view the law as a treasure, as life-giving? Have
we learned to live with each other as members of one
body, each member being important and contributing to
the total health of the entire body?
Both Ezra and Jesus proclaimed the word of God within
the context of a liturgical celebration, a setting similar to
the ones wherein most people today hear God’s word
proclaimed. According to the teaching of Vatican II, the
liturgy is described as the source and summit of our lives,
and the liturgy of the word is an essential part of that
celebration. With the people of Ezra, we are invited to
respond: ‘Amen, amen! Thanks be to God!’
[Dianne Bergant CSS]

ST BRIGID’S CWL
Due to current Covid situation our February meeting has
been cancelled.
Membership of $25 is due and if possible could you please
pass onto Executive or bring to March meeting.
Stay safe, stay healthy. Regards Kerry Bonaventura,
President.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Col Hogan, Martin Forace, Muriel Atherton, Margot McGrath,
Jarod Vella.
ANNIVERSARY: Brian Hicks, Jim Lucas, Shaun Kelly.
REMEMBRANCE MASS: Brian Hicks, Jack Pace, David Pace,
Tony & Pat Brazil, Carmelo & Angela Agius, Nick Agius, Charlie
G Borg, Margot McGrath,Mary De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera)
Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary Zammit,
Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris Sciberras, Peter Checuti,
Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Sr Lila Galvin, Ken Kelly, Andrew
Cunningham, Marlene Green, Mavis Pearse, Andrew Agius,
Robert (Bob) Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah Pace, Vivienne
Neill (Viv), Mary Vassallo, Karen Livermore, Mary Borg, Raylene
Johnson, Adam Robertson, John Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Julie
Rowan, Gail Fallis, and all the sick of the Parish.

HOLY WATER BOTTLES
Holy Water bottles are available on the side tables of St Mary
McKillop and the Divine Mercy, to take home.

Pious Goods Store

New Bibles, wall crosses, rosary beads,
St Christopher visor medals, greeting cards
and other gift ideas

Our Catholic Men's Dinner scheduled for Monday
31st January has been reset for Monday 28th of
February. We are sad for this development but please
keep connecting with each other. Stay safe, healthy
and happy in the joy of Jesus our Saviour.

What God reveals to us
‘God in his goodness and wisdom reveals himself.
With deeds and words, he reveals himself and his
plan of loving goodness which he decreed from all
eternity in Christ. According to this plan, all people by
the grace of the Holy Spirit are to share in the divine
life as adopted “sons” in the only begotten Son of
God.’From the Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church,
n.6. Provided by the Catholic Enquiry Centre, http://
www.catholicenquiry.com

Have you thought? – Different accounts
The gospel of Luke begins, ‘Seeing that many others have
undertaken to draw up accounts of the events that have
taken place among us It indicates that there were many
different accounts of Jesus’ life circulating at the time of
writing. In the years following Jesus’ death there developed
many different oral traditions that described the life and
teachings of Jesus. A large number of these traditions were
written down as what are now regarded as non-canonical or
apocryphal writings – not recognised as part of the ‘canon’
of the Bible. They include gospels of Thomas, Peter, Mary,
Phillip
and
Barnabas.
© Greg Sunter

Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available

In the readings, the
table of God’s
Word is spread
before the
faithful, and the
riches of the
Bible are opened
to them. GIRM57

Rosary at St Brendan’s Church, Tuesdays 9.30am.
Registrations will be at the door. Any queries please contact
Lyn McKenzie on 0458 710365

The Columban Mission
Calendars
for year 2022 (Celebrating
100 years) Available at
Pious Good Store. Price
$10 each.

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
16/01/2022
No Givers
89
Direct Debits:….......$3874.00
Envelopes:………… $803.65
Loose:……………….$426.25
Total:………......…$5103.90

PRAYER
The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, for he has
chosen me.
He has sent me to bring Good
News to the Poor.
Amen

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

DID YOU KNOW?

•
•

The name Theophilus literally means ‘ friend of God’ or
‘lover of God’. Both the Gospel of Luke and Luke's
second volume, the Acts of the Apostles, are addressed
to him. It is not known who he was.

•

Of all the gospels, Luke’s is the most explicit and
frequent in it references to the Holy Spirit.

•

The Jewish Sabbath runs from sunset on Friday until
sunset on Saturday.

•

All Jewish men who have ‘bar mitzvah’ Meaning (‘son of
the law’) are eligible to come forward to read the sacred
scrolls.
Jesus would have been attending the very important
Saturday morning synagogue prayers.

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES
In this passage, Jesus announces his mission—to bring good
news to the poor, liberty to captives, sight to the blind and
freedom to the downtrodden. The remainder of Luke’s Gospel
portrays Jesus fulfilling this mission! How will the Spirit coming
to you at Baptism give you a new mission?
[The Summit]

Scriptural context – Framing
On either side of the quote from Isaiah in today’s gospel
there are very symmetrical actions. Before reading, Jesus
stands, is handed the scroll and then unrolls the scroll. On
completion he rolls up the scroll, hands it back and then
sits down. There is a balance to every action. This
framing or bracketing technique is used throughout the
gospel of Luke as a cue to the audience. Whenever this
framing occurs, it means that there is a very important
teaching or action that occurs within the frame. On this
occasion, the frame surrounds Jesus declaring his
intentions for his ministry.
© Greg Sunter

Historical Context – Theophilus
The gospel of Luke and the Acts of the Apostles are
written by the same person, or at least the same
community. They are often regarded as a single work –
Luke-Acts – as one flows directly into the other. Both
books begin with an inscription to Theophilus. The Greek
name, Theophilus, translates as ‘lover of God’. Some
scholars suggest that the name is a pseudonym for any
lover of God or someone in particular whose identity must
be shielded. Others argue that Theophilus was an
influential Roman who had taken a great interest in the
early Christian movement.

Notes on the Text

Luke wrote his Gospel as a
means to pass on the faith,
especially to a new believer.
Luke was interested in the
facts - but he was more
interested in using those
facts to explain why the
Church community existed
and why that community
believed. The life of Jesus
answered those questions.
But Luke
had to use the facts of Jesus' life in an order that
explained and promoted faith. He set out to write a
Gospel, not a mere biography.
In the synagogue of his own hometown, Jesus read a
prophecy from Isaiah and proclaimed its fulfilment. Why
this prophecy? Why was it fulfilled? Both questions
could be answered in one word: the Spirit. The driving
force in the Gospel of Luke was God's Spirit. The Spirit
descended upon Jesus at his Baptism. The Spirit drove
Jesus into the desert to be tested by Satan. And, now,
the Spirit directed Jesus upon his mission – a mobile
ministry of teaching and healing, of proclaiming the
Good News.
Excerpt from www.word-sunday.com, A Lectionary Resource for
Catholics Full text at: http://www.word-sunday.com/Files/c/3-c/A-3c.html

THIS WEEKEND’S READINGS:
Third Sunday In Ordinary Time Year C
1st Reading:
Nehemiah 8:2-6,8-10.
Psalm:
Ps 18:8-10,15. R. Jn 6:63.
2nd Reading: Corinthians 12:12-30.
Gospel Acc:
cf. Lk 4:18.
Responsorial Psalm:
Your words, Lord, are
spirit and life.

S P I R I T

Filled

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Lord sent me to
bring Good News to
he poor.

LOVING AND LIVING THE WORD

© Greg Sunter
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MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.

Third Sunday of Ordinary Time - Year C
Sunday, 23 January 2022
Gospel Reflection
This week marks the beginning of the liturgical use of
the gospel of Luke that will feature throughout this year.
The choice of passage to begin our journey with Luke is
most appropriate. We have the first four verses of the
gospel in which the writer makes his purpose clear. We
then skip over all the infancy narrative and pick up again
in chapter 4 of the gospel where Jesus makes his first
public appearance.
Jesus returns to the synagogue in which he has
worshipped all his life. He is given the scroll of Isaiah to
read and reads the first two verses of Isaiah, chapter 61.
But in the middle of this passage he flips back to chapter
58 of Isaiah and reads an additional line, ‘to set the
downtrodden (oppressed) free’. This event in Nazareth
is sometimes referred to as Jesus’ inauguration or
declaration of mission. The inclusion of the additional
verse from Isaiah signals very clearly the way in which
Jesus will be portrayed throughout this particular gospel.
The gospel of Luke is characterised by the focus of
Jesus’ mission on the outcast; the oppressed; the
downtrodden.
The gospel of Luke is often described as a gospel of
compassion. Throughout the gospel we see Jesus enact
the verses from Isaiah – bringing good news to the
lowliest of society; inviting the least to share in the reign
of God. In fact, having read from the scripture, Jesus’
very simple homily on the text is ‘This text is being
fulfilled today even as you listen’. Jesus declares himself
to be acting out and fulfilling the prophecy of Isaiah. This
short extract from Isaiah that Jesus adopted as his own
‘mission statement’ is indeed a mission statement for all
Christian people. This is what we too are called to do. ©
Greg Sunter

Sometimes when we read Scripture the words
remain on the page distant from our lives, but
when Jesus taught in the synagogue in
Nazareth the words from Isaiah came alive in
his person and in his actions.
The Gospel
passage describes his mission as the liberation
of the poor, the oppressed and the broken.
Reflection by Artist……..Jenny Close

South Land of the Holy Spirit

The Beatitudes we just heard are at the beginning of the
‘Sermon on the Mount’. This sermon provides a picture of
a society where the usual expectations of how people
relate to each other are overturned.
Australia is a place to which people have been attracted by
a vision of a different future, a future where human beings
could relate to each other differently to the old order in their
society of origin.
De Quiros, the Portuguese explorer of the 16th Century, set
out on a quest for ‘Terra Austrialia del Espiritu Santo’,
South Land of the Holy Spirit.
I am convinced that ‘Australia’ is a work of the Holy Spirit.
One of whose most distinctive works at Pentecost was the
breaking down of ethnic and language barriers between
people.
Australia is a place where that Pentecostal impulse is
creating a new society. Have we responded to the Holy
Spirit perfectly? No. Treatment of the earliest inhabitants of
this land was shameful, and is not yet fully remedied as the
Lord of the Sermon on the Mount desires.
But, we could pause for a moment and thank God
For our land abounding in nature’s gifts of beauty rich and
rare.
For the divine Spirit of Pentecost attracting us to follow
Jesus in this South Land of the Holy Spirit.
© Fr Michael Tate

