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Web: www.catholicparishesofnorthmackay.org.au

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .................. Closed until further notice.

Third Sunday of Easter - Year C
Sunday, 1 May 2022

MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Church North Mackay

Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: ......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday:..................................... 9:30am Anointing Mass
Thursday:......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday:.............................................................. 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ...................... 7:00am Mass followed by Holy Hour
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ........................................................... 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: ................ Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia

Sunday: .......................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ........................................Farleigh 9:30am Mass
Thursday:............................................ Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ..............................................Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ..................................................... NO MASS Calen
Sunday: ....................................... Midge Point 9:15am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s ................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth .................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point............................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ....................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

COVID Update
As the Queensland Government has announced that
face masks are no longer required to be worn in
some venues. It is recommended that masks still be
worn whenever you cannot socially distance. You
may continue to wear a mask if you would prefer.
Please continue to sanitise your hands when entering
and leaving the Church, and if feeling unwell, please
stay at home and get tested.

Today

we concentrate
on the different ways
that the witness of the
community of faith
manifests the Lord – the
apostolic witness of
leadership and service
that is accomplished by
the various ministries
within
the
church.
While today’s gospel
singles out Peter as a
leader within the community, in no way does this mean that
such providential care for the church is the sole responsibility
of authorised leaders. Rather, it is the responsibility of all the
baptised.
In their teaching and preaching, the apostles moved from one
understanding of God’s presence and activity in the midst of
the people to another. This new understanding had the death
and resurrection of Jesus at its core. The light of the
resurrection illumined their former religious convictions and
aspirations, and they were undeterred in their commitment to
spread this good news, this new word, this transforming light.
A martyr is a witness, one who is so committed, that that
person is willing to suffer any consequence, even death, in
order to be faithful. The apostles rejoiced that they had been
found worthy of ill-treatment for the sake of the name of
Jesus. The Lamb who is exalted is the one who was slain,
and Peter is told that, like his master, he will pay for his
commitment with his life. Even the psalm alludes to the
suffering that must be endured by those who have chosen to
be faithful. This kind of steadfastness has always been a
persuasive witness.
Reflection by Dianne Bergant CSA

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Patty Cawte, Robert Buckley, Shirley Andrew, Sr Betty Attard.
ANNIVERSARY: Mr John Ezeocha (Fr James’ Father)

REMEMBRANCE MASS: Brian Hicks, Mary De Thomasis,
Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary
Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris Sciberras, Peter
Checuti, Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Hec Neill, Anne Kok, Rose Bugeja,
Sr Lila Galvin, Andrew Cunningham, Marlene Green, Andrew
Agius, Robert (Bob) Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah Pace,
Vivienne Neill (Viv), Mary Vassallo, Mary Borg, Raylene Johnson,
Adam Robertson, John Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Gail Fallis, and all
the sick of the Parish.

Do you want to see and feel what your faith assures you
of, to encounter God’s love and the gifts
of The Holy Spirit?
You are invited to a “Life in the Spirit” Seminar
each Sunday for 6 weeks
Commencing Sunday May 1
at St Joseph’s Parish Centre 7pm to 8.30pm

MESSAGE BOOK FOR SR LILA

There is a book at the front of St Joseph’s
and St Brendan’s Churches where you can write a message
to Sr Lila, we will pass this onto her. Thank you.
DRIVERS WANTED
St Vincent de Paul, Mini Bus Service to Capricornia
Correctional Centre Rockhampton. The bus travels down
and back on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month taking
family members of prisoners for visitation. If you are
interested in becoming a driver please call Shauna on 0473
227 331 (leave a Message ) or 4957 3955 Monday
Wednesday and Friday between 9:00 am – 1:30 pm. A MR
license is required.

For further information and to book your seat
call Deirdre Comerford 0419 028 016

FLAG POLE APPEAL.
The Parish is considering a proposal to erect a set of
flag poles in front of St. Joseph’s church, to be able to
fly the Australian, Aboriginal, and Torres Strait
Islander flags. The cost estimate for erecting three
poles, plus the respective flags is about $ 5,000.
If any parishioners would like to contribute towards
this project, special envelopes are available at the front
of the church. Alternatively, contact Ken at the Parish
Office.

Pray these words with Peter this week:
Lord, you know everything,
you know that
I love you.

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
24/04/22

No Givers:································ 74
Direct Debits: ··············· $2310.00
Envelopes: ······················ $976.55
Loose: ····························· $816.25
TOTAL ························ $4102.80
Project Compassion: ···· $1660.50
Flagpole Appeal: ············ $100.00
Ukraine Appeal: ··········· $2550.00
WANTED NEW COUNTER
Please contact Parish Office for
further details.

FARLEIGH MOTHER’S
DAY MASS
Time: 9.30am
When: Wednesday, 4th May 2022
Where: St Brigid’s Farleigh
Why: Raffle for Cancer Appeal
Note: Due to Covid restrictions,
no morning tea will be available

Pious Goods Store
Mother’s Day, confirmation, communion cards &
rosary beads, mass cards,& gifts.
Gift vouchers also available.
Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available

Please support your l ocal Parish
Responsorial Psalm:
I will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!

Christ is risen, the Lord of all creation;
he has shown pity on all people.
Alleluia!

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

The Lamb That Was Slain

DID YOU KNOW?



Jesus’ triple repetition of his question to Peter, ‘Do
you love me?’ Echoes the three denials of Jesus by
Peter on the morning of his execution.



The Greek word for fish, ‘icthus’, is an acronym of
‘Jesus Christ, Son of God, Saviour’. The fish was an
early symbol used by Christians. [The Summit]

Christifideles Laici
Lay faithful offer a unique contribution
‘Again we turn to the words of Jesus: "I am the true vine
and my Father is the vinedresser... Abide in me and I in
you" (Jn 15: 1, 4). ‘These simple words reveal the mystery
of communion that serves as the unifying bond between the
Lord and his disciples, between Christ and the baptized: a
living and life-giving communion through which Christians
no longer belong to themselves but are the Lord's very own,
as the branches are one with the vine. ‘Ecclesial
communion is more precisely likened to an "organic"
communion, analogous to that of a living and functioning
body. In fact, at one and the same time it is characterized
by a diversity and a complementarity of vocations and
states in life, of ministries, of charisms and responsibilities.
Because of this diversity and complementarity every
member of the lay faithful is seen in relation to the whole
body and offers a totally unique contribution on behalf of
the whole body.’

The book of Revelation, or Apocalypse, is overwhelming
for most casual readers of the Bible. It has bizarre visions
and mysterious creatures. It was probably written in a style
meant to confuse non-Christians and protect its message
for believers. In the 1st and 2nd centuries, the Roman
government saw Christians as a great threat. The
government partially based its authority on the claim that
the emperor was a god. Since Christians refused this
worship, they endangered imperial power. Examples had
to be made to prevent erosion of authority. Followers of
Jesus were arrested and executed with the flimsiest
excuses. One answer came from John, a Christian author.
He was held on Patmos, a prison island off the coast of
Turkey. He wrote a message of hope for believers, but
couched it in symbolic terms drawn from the Old
Testament. He could not openly write the Sacred Name of
Jesus, so he referred to the Lord as the "Lamb [of God]
who was slain [on the cross]". He describes a victory
celebration for the faithful saints in heaven. The "four living
creatures" may represent the writers of the four Gospels.

© 2000 by Father Richard Lonsdale.

Extract from Christifideles Laici, Pope John Paul II, 1988 Full text at:
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/
documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_30121988_christifideles-laici_en.html

Why do we profess that there is only one God?
‘Belief in the one God is professed because he has
revealed himself to the people of Israel as the only One
when he said, “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one
Lord” (Deut 6:4) and “there is no other’ (Isaiah 45:22).
Jesus himself confirmed that God is “the one Lord” (Mark
12:29). To confess that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are also
God and Lord does not introduce any division into the one
God.’
Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.37
From Catholic Enquiry Centre
http://
www.catholicenquiry.com

Diocesan Retreat Date Claimer
What: A weekend retreat celebrating the World
Meeting of Families
Where: Discovery Parks Coolwaters, Yeppoon
When: 24th-26th of June
Who: Everyone is welcome
Please save the date to come together as a
diocese and celebrate the vocation of families.
Registration details TBA.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

One Hundred Fifty-Three Fish!
One of the appearances of the risen Jesus happened at
the lake of Galilee--also called the lake of Tiberias, from
the largest city on its shores. Peter and some of the others
had gone home, possibly waiting for instructions from
Christ. Meanwhile they must feed their families, so they
have returned to their old jobs as fishermen. Jesus repeats
the sign that he had first shown to the Apostles: the
miraculous catch of fish.
John mentions that there were 153 fish caught. This
number is probably a symbol meaning a complete number.
Aristotle had taught that there were 153 different species of
fish in the Mediterranean Sea. Thus Peter was given a
commission to bring all people into the hands of Christ.
© 2000 by Father Richard Lonsdale

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday Of Easter Year C
Acts of the Apostles 13:14, 43-52; Ps 99:1-3,5;
Apocalypse 7:9,14-17; John 10:27-30.

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE

ELECTION STATEMENT 2022

Towards a Better
Kind of Politics
▪ We all long for what Pope Francis calls “a better kind of
politics, one truly at the service of the common good” for
all Australians.
▪ The ongoing effects of the COVID-19 pandemic reveal our
need for a human-centred economy that allows all people
to flourish and provides them the support they and their
families need.
▪ In Australia, there remain insufficient responses to the
needs of vulnerable people in our community such as those
in need of palliative care, aged care, First Nations people,
asylum-seekers and refugees, and those in poverty.
▪ We reaffirm our endorsement of the Uluru Statement
from the Heart and its call for recognition of First Nations
Australians in the Constitution and a First Nations “Voice”
to the Australian Parliament.
▪ Our physical world is under significant environmental
pressure that can be addressed by a new integral ecology
that seeks to care for our land and our people.
▪ People who have a religious faith need protection from
discrimination including the ability to undertake activities
and form religious bodies that can pursue their religious
mission. This includes commonsense provisions to allow
religious schools to preference the hiring of staff who
support the school’s ethos. Catholic schools educate one in
every five Australian students.

catholic.org.au

BISHOPS CONFERENCE 2022 ELECTION STATEMENT

Towards a Better Kind of Politics
Our Christian faith calls us to be a
missionary people bearing witness to the
love of Jesus Christ for humanity. Our
beliefs are not a private spirituality, but are
realised through love expressed in action.
As we offer this statement, we acknowledge no one political
party fully embodies Catholic social teaching. Nevertheless,
we offer this statement to encourage Catholics and people
of good will to reflect on the good they can do for their
community by using their vote for the good of all.
We all long for what Pope Francis calls “a better kind of
politics, one truly at the service of the common good”. At
the heart of this “better” politics is a vision to pursue the
common good of all Australians by recognising the dignity of
every individual and the solidarity we all share as a national
community.
Since the last federal election we have seen the impact and
the challenges of a global pandemic, floods, summers of
bushfires, wild weather events and a world on edge because
of military conflict.
We are blessed in Australia to be able to participate in and
help shape the civic life of our country. The war in Ukraine
reminds us that our political values of peace, justice and
collaborative participation in a democratic system are not
guaranteed and we must work to protect them.
Foremost in the minds of many will be Australia’s economic
recovery from the effects of COVID-19. The societal
disruptions from the pandemic have revealed significant
levels of poverty and disadvantage within Australia. We need
a new social contract that focuses the economy more clearly
on the common good. The common good is the good of all
people spiritually, socially and materially, including those
who struggle to participate.

“We are blessed in Australia to
be able to participate in and
help shape the civic life of our
country.”
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While numerous issues in life and politics deserve
consideration, we will focus our reflection on several key
issues central to Australian life and for the next term of
government.
Catholic health and aged care services are collectively
significant providers of palliative care in our health system.
We support the highest standards for aged care and
palliative care. It is at the core of human dignity to value the
lives of all people, including those near the end of their lives.
We are concerned by laws that support the notion that a
person’s life might reach a point at which it is no longer of
value. This is particularly dangerous given it is often the most
vulnerable who are at risk of receiving lower standards of
health, aged and palliative care. Among the most vulnerable
are those without the financial means, health literacy or
support networks to help them access and navigate complex
systems.
There is an urgent need for a clearer definition of palliative
care, and a dedicated commitment to ensuring uniformly high
funding, standards and availability for these services in both
the private and public health and aged care systems.
The Commonwealth Government should play a leading
role in ensuring consistently high-quality palliative care
is available across Australia, to ensure that no one is
pressured into choosing assisted suicide because palliative
care is unavailable. That is no choice at all.
The recent Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and
Safety has revealed the need for fundamental reform of the
aged care system, including an increase in award wages for
staff. A wage increase would help provide a more just income
for workers and address the staff shortages crippling the
sector. Sufficient funding of the aged care sector is vital to
ensure that the growing number of older Australians can
receive dignified and quality care.
The pandemic further entrenched poverty and disadvantage
in Australia. Those in low-paying and insecure employment,
particularly young people, women and new migrants, suffered
significant job losses and reduction of hours, forcing them
to seek assistance from government and non-government
providers.
An incoming government should raise the rate of
JobSeeker to at least meet the poverty line. This will not
only assist those seeking work to better prepare themselves
for employment, but will help break the cycle of disadvantage
for the 1.2 million children and young people living in poverty.
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“We need a holistic, long-term vision for the future – not just a vision
for the economy but a vision for Australian society, the human
community and the whole earth community.”
Governments should also provide greater investment in
affordable and social housing, particularly by addressing
the growing crisis of women over 55 years experiencing
homelessness.
Most importantly, a government committed to the common
good should deliver a medium- to long-term plan for
eradicating poverty in Australia.
It is essential for the wellbeing of our society for Australians
of all religious faiths, or none, to have the religious freedom
to practise their beliefs. Protection from discrimination
and the liberty to run religious organisations on the
basis of their faith-inspired mission are fundamental
human rights that deserve to be protected.
Commonsense protections of Australians from
discrimination will not privilege the rights of people of faith
in Australia above the rights of other Australians. We call
only for the same level of protections against discrimination
on the basis of religion that Australia already has on the
basis of race, sex or age.
Protections from discrimination will ensure religious schools
and other agencies can continue to preference the hiring of
staff who support the organisation’s mission.
The Catholic education sector has grown over the past 200
years to educate more than 777,000 students and employs
more than 100,000 staff across 1,755 schools.
The Church’s mission to the education and care of the most
vulnerable is paramount and is evidenced by the nearly
40 per cent of Catholic schools located in regional, rural
and remote areas, and the growing number of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander students in Catholic schools –
increasing by 168 per cent in the past two decades.
The key issues for Catholic education in the upcoming
federal election include ensuring school choice remains
an accessible option for all families, particularly those
affected by disadvantage, funding early childhood education
in the two years before school and advocating for Catholic
schools to access programs and funding for national
priorities, such as Closing the Gap and student mental health
initiatives.
We reaffirm our endorsement of the Uluru Statement
from the Heart and its call for recognition of First Nations
Australians in the Constitution and a First Nations “Voice” to
the Australian Parliament.
Constitutional recognition and active steps towards
reconciliation are fundamental moral issues. They
require the willingness of Australians to engage in a process
of “truth-telling”, listening to the experiences of First Nations
Australians and their hopes for the future.

Closing the Gap also requires committing the necessary
resources to help empower First Peoples and move us
towards a fairer and more honest relationship.
The COVID-19 pandemic has made us more conscious than
ever that we are one human family. Refugees and asylumseekers fleeing persecution, violence or life-threatening
poverty, and people who have been displaced by climate
change, are our sisters and brothers.
Our Church teaches that anyone who is forced to flee to
protect their lives or human dignity has a moral claim on
our assistance, whether they fit legal definitions of a refugee
or not. We need a just, humane and timely system for
assessing claims for asylum.
The situation in Afghanistan demands a special intake of
at least 20,000 additional places. We have a moral duty
towards those who supported Australian military forces
as interpreters or in other capacities. Ukrainian refugees
require similar mercy.
The social, economic, health and ecological dimensions
of the current environmental crisis must be addressed
by a new integral ecology.
Greater ambition is needed for the 2030 carbon emissions
target. We hope for targets that are more in line with the
Paris Agreement and the emerging scientific consensus.
We need a holistic, long-term vision for the future – not just
a vision for the economy but a vision for Australian society,
the human community and the whole earth community.
There is no doubt Australian aid and the work of agencies
like Caritas Australia is vital for assisting people in
emergencies, promoting education and transforming lives.
Poverty makes people vulnerable to modern slavery and
is enabled by globalisation. Australia’s Modern Slavery
Act should be strengthened by firstly appointing an
independent Anti-slavery Commissioner with a broad
mandate to drive better practice in mitigating risk in our
supply chains and, secondly, widening the coverage of this
legislation to include the States and more companies.
We pray that Australia realises the vision for politics
pronounced by Pope Francis when he wrote that, “Good
politics combines love with hope and with confidence in the
reserves of goodness present in human hearts”.
We have the opportunity and the responsibility to use
our votes and our voices to realise this better politics. As
the bishops of Australia, we implore all Catholics in this
blessed country to go forth with this message of love, hope,
confidence and goodness.
+ Mark Coleridge
President, Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
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The Principles of
Catholic Social Teaching
Having developed from more than a century of
papal teaching responding to the world’s important
social and political issues, the principles of Catholic
social teaching invite us all to respond to the ‘signs
of the times’ by pursuing justice and peace.
HUMAN DIGNITY

The fundamental principle for Catholic social teaching is
the Christian belief that all human beings are made in the image
and likeness of God so that human life is always and everywhere
valuable and inviolable. All people, from all races and all human
cultures, are created equal in a dignity that belongs to them by
virtue of their existence.
As a result, people must always be recognised as being
more valuable than things and must never be treated as an
instrument to be used for the benefit of another.
COMMON GOOD

The principle of the common good reminds us that we must
actively seek to achieve the social conditions that lead to the
greater fulfilment of every member of society. The primary
purpose of governments is the pursuit of the common good.
We all communally profit when everyone, and not just select
individuals or privileged groups, has their rights recognised
and is able to flourish. It is the collective good of all individuals,
families and intermediate groups who together constitute a just
society.
SUBSIDIARITY

The principle of subsidiarity requires that the people or groups
most directly affected by a decision or policy should have the
key decision-making role in its development. Subsidiarity
involves, as far as is practically possible, pushing the
responsibility for decision-making down to its lowest and most
local levels. It facilitates the participation of small communities,
institutions and families, emphasises their identity as a group
and creates a natural sense of solidarity between all people.
SOLIDARITY

Solidarity acknowledges that humans are social beings who
make up one human family and have responsibilities to each
other despite national, racial, cultural, economic and ideological
differences. It recognises that it is cooperation between the
different sections of the community, rather than conflict or
competition, that cultivates a just and prosperous society.
The principle of solidarity helps us see other people as our
neighbours and to prioritise those in greatest need, especially
those who are marginalised, vulnerable, poor or distressed.
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A PRAYER FOR THE ELECTION
God of this land and of every people,
who shape all things according to your own design
and write your law in every human heart:
we thank you for this country we call home,
from the First Nations people to others born here
and those you have gathered from across the earth.
We pray for the citizens of our land in this troubled time,
that we may be committed to justice,
to the dignity of each human life,
and to solidarity with all Australians and with the world.
Guide all who seek election to serve the nation;
may the Holy Spirit inspire them to pursue a better politics
that is wise and courageous and governs for the good of all.
May all of us see and hear you in the most vulnerable,
that we may respond to the cry of the earth
and the cry of the poor,
that we may respond to you.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Australian Catholic Bishops Conference
Public Policy Office
GPO Box 368, Canberra, ACT, 2601 Australia
t: +61 2 6201 9845
e: policy@catholic.org.au
Authorised by M Coleridge
277 Elizabeth Street, Brisbane Qld 4000
Creative Commons licence
The text of this publication is licensed
under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial- Share Alike 3.0
Australia Licence.
Please attribute this publication to the
Australian Catholic Bishops Conference,
April 2022.
This resource may be reproduced or
photocopied in its entirety or in part. No
copyright fee is payable.

catholic.org.au

