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Web: www.catholicparishesofnorthmackay.org.au

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ....................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Tuesday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Church North Mackay

Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: ......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Wednesday: ..................................................... 6:30am Mass
Thursday: ......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Friday: .............................................................. 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ........................................................... 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: ................ Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia

Sunday: .......................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ........................Farleigh 9:30am Anointing Mass
Thursday: ............................................ Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ................................................. Calen 9:00am Mass
Sunday: ............................................ NO MASS Midge Point
Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s ................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth .................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point ............................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ....................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

COVID Update
As the Queensland Government has announced that
face masks are no longer required to be worn in
some venues. It is recommended that masks still be
worn whenever you cannot socially distance. You
may continue to wear a mask if you would prefer.
Please continue to sanitise your hands when entering
and leaving the Church, and if feeling unwell, please
stay at home and get tested.

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: ............................................ 49598 213
Email: .... stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .................. Closed until further notice.

Fourth Sunday of Easter - Year C
Sunday, 8 May 2022
‘Listen to his voice’
‘One of the Church’s first representations of the Saviour
portrayed him as a youthful shepherd with a sheep on his
shoulders - no doubt indicating that when they heard the
parable of the lost sheep, the first Christians instinctively
identified the shepherd of the parable with the Risen Lord.
‘In Old Testament times, the peoples of the Middle East, had a
tradition that spoke of a king as ‘shepherd’ of his people. In the
outlook of old Israel, something remarkable occurred when this
image was associated with the God of the covenant, the
champion of the oppressed - who rebuked the nation’s rulers
through his prophet: “You have failed to bring back strays or
look for the lost. I myself shall take care of my flock.” (Ezekiel
34)
‘”The Father and I are one.” With these final words on the
“shepherd” theme, Jesus makes it clear that, in his role as
“shepherd”, he identifies himself with the Shepherd who is the
God of Israel – full expression of the Father’s being. Because
he speaks with the fullness of the divine authority, true
believers “listen to his voice”; he is the very Author of “eternal
life”.’
Excerpt from a commentary by Fr John Thornhill SM

SYMBOLS AND IMAGES
The care which a shepherd showed for his
flock remains a powerful image in the
Church, in spite of its origins in an ancient
agricultural society. In our country with its
vast paddocks and fences, the work of a true
shepherd has lost some of its meaning,
but the intimacy and tenderness of the image still speaks to us
of closeness of Christ’s relationship with all who believe in
him.

MAKING CONNECTIONS
Attend very carefully to the needs of those who are in your
care this week.
[The Summit]

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Raymond Head, Raymond Gunning, Kenneth “John” Fitzgerald,
Patty Cawte, Robert Buckley, Shirley Andrew, Sr Betty Attard.
ANNIVERSARY: Mr John Ezeocha (Fr James’ Father)

REMEMBRANCE MASS: Tony Briffa, Brian Hicks, Mary De
Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa
Zammit, Mary Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris
Sciberras, Peter Checuti, Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, John
Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Hec Neill, Anne Kok, Rose Bugeja,
Sr Lila Galvin, Andrew Cunningham, Marlene Green, Andrew
Agius, Robert (Bob) Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah Pace,
Vivienne Neill (Viv), Mary Vassallo, Mary Borg, Raylene Johnson,
Adam Robertson, John Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Gail Fallis, and all
the sick of the Parish.

H a p p y M o t h e r ’s D a y
A Mother’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven whose love is divine,
thanks for the love of a mother like mine.
In Thy great mercy look down from above
and grant this dear mother the gift of Your love.
And all through the year whatever betide her,
assure her each day that You are beside her.
And, Father in heaven, show me the way
to lighten her tasks and brighten her day.

And bless her dear heart with the sight to see
that her love means more than the world to me.
Amen

MESSAGE BOOK FOR SR LILA

There is a book at the front of St Joseph’s
and St Brendan’s Churches where you can write a message
to Sr Lila, we will pass this onto her. Thank you.
DRIVERS WANTED
St Vincent de Paul, Mini Bus Service to Capricornia
Correctional Centre Rockhampton. The bus travels down
and back on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month taking
family members of prisoners for visitation. If you are
interested in becoming a driver please call Shauna on 0473
227 331 (leave a Message ) or 4957 3955 Monday
Wednesday and Friday between 9:00 am – 1:30 pm. A MR
license is required.

FLAG POLE APPEAL.
The Parish is considering a proposal to erect a set of
flag poles in front of St. Joseph’s church, to be able to
fly the Australian, Aboriginal, and Torres Strait
Islander flags. The cost estimate for erecting three
poles, plus the respective flags is about $ 5,000.
If any parishioners would like to contribute towards
this project, special envelopes are available at the front
of the church. Alternatively, contact Ken at the Parish
Office.

LOST AND FOUND
A pair of prescription sunglasses has been handed
in at St Joseph’s School Office.
Please phone 49573355.
Quote
‘Of all human activities, man's listening to God is the
supreme act of his reasoning and will.’
Pope Paul VI
ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
01/05/22

No Givers:································ 72
Direct Debits: ················· $660.00
Envelopes: ···················· $1229.00
Loose: ··························· $1132.25
TOTAL ························ $3021.25
Good Friday Collection: ·· $10.00
Flagpole Appeal: ·············· $50.00
Ukraine Appeal: ··············· $50.00

Morning Tea - St Joseph’s Church
After the 9:00am Sunday Mass
held under the Sails
on the patio
of the Parish Centre.

Pious Goods Store
Mother’s Day, confirmation, communion cards &
rosary beads, mass cards,& gifts.
Gift vouchers also available.
Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available

Please support your l ocal Parish
Responsorial Psalm:
We are his people, the sheep of his flock.
Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, alleluia!

All welcome to stay for a cupper
and a chat after Mass.

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.

Alleluia!

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

SR BETTY ATTARD ~ MEMORIAL MASS
A Memorial Mass will be offered
for Sr Betty Attard,
on Thursday 12th May, 6pm
at St Brigid's Farleigh.
All who knew and loved her
are welcome to attend.
HOPE’S DREAM QLD INC

With what name does God reveal Himself?
God revealed himself to Moses as the living God, ‘the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the God of
Jacob’ (Exodus 3:6). God also revealed to Moses his
mysterious name ‘I am Who I am (YHWH)’ Already
in the Old testament times this ineffable name of God
was replaced by the divine title Lord. Thus in the New
Testament, Jesus who was called Lord is seen as true
God.
Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.38

We are in the process of establishing a Christian
based unplanned pregnancy support and Pregnancy
loss counselling service in the Mackay region for
women of all ages who have been affected by any
form of crisis pregnancy.
The organization is looking for volunteers
who can assist in this Life Affirming Ministry.
For further information contact:
Jessica McClaren: President 0407 119 487
Email: jessicajmclaren@gmail.
Kerry Dempsey: Treasurer 0418 724 395
POSITION VACANT
Position Title:
Pastoral Care Practitioner
Job Type:
Casual
Region:
Mackay Queensland
Facility:
Mater Private Hospital Mackay
Closing Date:
Open Until Filled
Salary:
$35.51 - $41.24 (per hour)*
The Pastoral Care Practitioner will contribute to the provision of
high quality pastoral care for patients and their families.
Furthermore, the Pastoral Care Practitioner supports the
Mission Integration Manager and/or Pastoral Care Coordinator,
visiting clergy and staff to ensure that the spiritual and
emotional needs of patients and their families are met.

Diocesan Retreat Date Claimer
What: A weekend retreat celebrating the World Meeting of
Families

Where: Discovery Parks Coolwaters, Yeppoon
When: 24th-26th of June
Who: Everyone is welcome
Please save the date to come together as a diocese and
celebrate the vocation of families. Registration details TBA.

About you:

To be successful in this role, you will demonstrate the following
criteria: Attainment or progression towards a Clinical Pastoral
Education qualification and/or studies in theology/religious
education or counselling/psychology;
Competent digital information and technology literacy;
Ability to build rapport, trust, empathy and strong relationships;
Ability to work autonomously and in a team environment; and
Respect and sensitivity in ministry to persons of various
religious, cultural and ethnic backgrounds, life philosophies and
faith traditions.
Desirable: Previous chaplaincy/pastoral care experience in a
healthcare environment

Apply Via SEEK: https://www.seek.com.au/job/56783474
Closing date 29 May 2022

MISSION STATEMENT

We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

Prayer as Sanity and Balance
‘Our generative years are a marathon, not a sprint,
and so it's difficult to sustain graciousness,
generosity, and patience through the tiredness,
trials, and temptations that beset us through the
years of our adult lives. All on our own, relying on
willpower alone, we too often fatigue, get worn
down, and compromise both our maturity and our
discipleship. We need help from beyond, from
somewhere even beyond the human supports that
help bolster us. We need God's help, strength from
something beyond what's human. We need prayer.
‘Rarely do we grasp how much prayer is really a
question of life and death for us. We need to pray
not because God needs us to pray but because if we
don't pray we will never find any steadiness in our
lives. Simply put, without prayer we will always be
either too full of ourselves or too empty of energy,
inflated or depressed. Genuine prayer, in effect, fills
us with divine energy and tells us at the same time
that this energy isn't our own; that it works through
us, but that it's not us.’
Ron Rolheiser OMI. Full text at: http://www.ronrolheiser.com/

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY

Fifth Sunday of Easter Year C
1st Reading Acts of the Apostles 14:21-27.
Psalm:
Ps 144:8-13. R.cf.v.1.
2nd Reading Apocalypse 21:1-5.
Gospel Acc: Jn 13:34.

Catholic Parishes Of
North Mackay and Farleigh
CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS

Inside this issue:

A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
Do you know of anyone who has been lost?
Who was worried?
How was that person found?
Jesus says to us that we can never really be lost for he knows each of us
and will always care for us.
Let us pray that we may know and love Jesus more closely.

Activity Sheet 2

Cross Word

3

Word Search

3

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

REFLECTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
What are some of the sufferings you have seen or experienced in your life that
have brought you to tears? How are things you cry about today different from
the things you cried about as a child?
God promises to end all our suffering and wipe away all our tears. How does
that promise help a person who is homeless, with no job, no family, no food, and
no hope? How does our Christian community respond to such a person? Are
we doing enough? Why or why not?
© St Mary's Press

Q. Why has the image of the ‘good shepherd’ been such an enduring and significant one in Christianity?
Q. Why might Jesus have chosen such a ‘controversial’ image to describe himself?
Q. What are the positive and negative implications of describing faithful people as
‘sheep’?
Q. What message of hope for people today can be found in this short passage?
Greg Sunter

Special points of
interest:
• Reflection for
young people
• Children’s
Discussion
starters
• Activity
Sheets
• Cross Word
• Word Search
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