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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

MASS TIMES
St Joseph’s Church North Mackay

Monday: ............................................................ 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: ......................................................... 6:30am Mass
Tuesday: ........................................... NAIDOC 9:30am Mass
Wednesday: ..................................................... 6:30am Mass
Thursday: ........................................................ 6:30am Mass
Friday: ............................................................. 6:30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: ........................................................... 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: ................ Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia

Sunday: .......................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ....................................... Farleigh 9:30am Mass
Thursday: ........................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: .............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ................................................. Calen 9:00am Mass
Sunday: ............................................ NO MASS Midge Point
Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s ................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth .................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point .............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ....................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

By Johannes Vermeer (c.1655)

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .......... Thursday 8:00am to 12:00noon.

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C
17 July 2022
Gospel Reflection
Like so much of the Gospel of Luke, this week’s passage
is, at its heart, all about hospitality. This theme has
featured in the gospel readings for the last couple of
weeks. It is a theme that the writer returns to over and
over again throughout the gospel to reinforce not only the
importance of welcoming the message of Jesus, but also
the extravagantly generous hospitality and welcome that
God extends to all people.
Taken at a literal level, this week’s gospel passage can be
a problematic one. Jesus is dining at the house of Martha
and she busies herself trying to be a good host and
serving her guest, while her sister, Mary, simply sits and
enjoys the company of Jesus. Martha complains about
her sister’s apparent laziness and finds herself chastised
by Jesus.
On the surface, Martha is doing the right thing: providing
hospitality for her guest. Yet Mary is the one whose
actions are affirmed. Like in the parable of the Good
Samaritan last week, the gospel writer reminds us that
being preoccupied with one’s duty – even in service of
God – is not what God desires. Martha has forgotten that
the guest is also a gift! Having welcomed and shown
appropriate hospitality to her guest, Martha should have
then accepted the gift of the guest, that is, the company
and presence of the welcome guest. Instead she
continues to busy herself with serving while her sister
shows true welcome: accepting the gift of the guest’s
company.
When we welcome a guest into our house, we can be too
worried about impressing the guest with lavish hospitality
and our best serving ware, rather than relaxing and
enjoying the company of the guest. Like Martha, we can
overlook the fact that God is present when we welcome a
guest.
© Greg Sunter

ST JOSEPH’S CRAFT GROUP

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Noel Shield, Charles Greenhalgh, Anne Kok, Hazel Kelly, Ray
Bubb, Dora Dunn, Mr Florentino Maramot, Adele Smith.
ANNIVERSARY: Tony Falzon, Doreen Kunkel,
Josephine McMahon, Paul Flanagan.
Ger a

REMEMBRANCE MASS: Gerard Falzon, Dory Faletti, Annie
Kok, Wayne Leslie Nolan, David Pace, Tom Ryan, Brian Hicks,
Tim Curtin, Mary De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Peter
Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary Zammit,
Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris Sciberras, Rose Vassallo,
John Vassallo, John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Val Sharpe, Hec Neill, ,Rose Bugeja,
Sr Lila Galvin, Andrew Cunningham, Andrew Agius, Robert (Bob)
Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah Pace, Vivienne Neill (Viv), Mary
Vassallo, Mary Borg, Raylene Johnson, Adam Robertson, John
Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Gail Fallis, and all the sick of the Parish.

MESSAGE BOOK FOR SR LILA

There is a book at the front of St Joseph’s
and St Brendan’s Churches where you can
write a message to Sr Lila,
we will pass this onto her. Thank you.

Congratulations

to the many Children
who will be receiving
their First Communion
this weekend at St Joseph’s,
St Brendan’s and St Brigid’s Churches.

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Seventeenth Sunday In Ordinary Time Year C
Genesis 18:20-32; Ps 137; 1-3, 6-8. R.v.3;
Colossians 2:12-14; Luke 11:1-13.

Third term for St Joseph’s Craft Group commences on
Thursday 21st July at 0900hrs
at the Parish Centre, Grendon Street.
Term is for 7 weeks.
Cost is $15.00 per term. Morning Tea provided.
Come along and bring a friend and join this happy group to
either learn a new craft skill from our wonderful teachers,
or finish an unfinished item. Contracts:- Gwen Watt
49422054 or Therese Sturgeon 0499998842.

RESIDENCE FOR RENT
SEAFORTH
The residence adjacent to the Star of the Sea Church at
Seaforth will become available for rent in the near future.
The residence is quite large, unfurnished, with three
bedrooms, each with ensuites, large living areas, kitchen /
dining area, laundry and two car garage.
The tenants will act as Caretakers for the grounds, as well
as observers for the Church building.
Interested persons can contact Ken, on 0407 589 886, or
email ken.kelly@rok.catholic.net.au

PLANNED GIVING ENVELOPES
Several planned giving envelopes are still waiting for
collection at St Joseph’s Church.
Please collect your envelopes in person as it will cost the
parish $10 per box to post them out.

NAIDOC School Mass
At St Joseph’s Church, North Mackay
Tuesday 19 July at 9:30am
Everyone Welcome.

Responsorial Psalm:

The just will live in the presence of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Happy are they

who have kept the word with a generous heart
and yield a harvest through perseverance.
Alleluia!

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH
Weekly Collection
10/07/22

No Givers:································ 57
Direct Debits: ················· $815.00
Envelopes: ···················· $2100.50
Loose: ····························· $882.00
TOTAL $3797.50
Holy Spirit Seminary… $1450.00

Morning Tea - St Joseph’s Church

After the 9:00am Sunday Mass
held under the Sails
on the patio
of the Parish Centre.
All welcome to stay for a cupper
and a chat after Mass.

Pious Goods Store
Wide selection of First communion cards,
mass & sympathy cards, rosary beads,
lovely crosses on chains
& other gift ideas.
Gift vouchers also available.

Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available
Please support your l ocal Parish

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

ST VINCENT DE PAUL WINTER APPEAL
CAN YOU HELP?
Needing Warm Blankets and or cash donations for the
St Vincent De Paul Winter Appeal,
These donations etc can be dropped into the Mackay St Vincent
de Paul office at the corner of Juliet and Hamlet Street
or at St Joseph’s Parish Office.
Between 9:00 am and 12:00pm Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
If you require further information please call 4957 3955.
DEFIBRILLATOR AT ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH
A defibrillator has now been placed in St. Joseph’s Church,
with the compliments of Newhaven Funerals.
To ensure the defibrillator is effectively used in an
emergency, we would like to have a small group of people
to become familiar with the device, to be able to assist in an
emergency.
A short information / training session for volunteers
will be held at the church
on Saturday, 23 July, commencing at 9:00 am.
Could anyone interested in being involved
please contact the Parish Office.
Your assistance will be greatly appreciated.
St Brigid’s CWL meeting will be held on Tuesday 19 July
at 2PM in Farleigh parish centre.
All ladies welcome to attend.
Kerry Bonaventura, President St Brigid’s CWL

True discipleship

‘Busy preparing special
dishes for their guest,
Martha feels left out. Jesus
tells her not to go to so
much trouble: one dish will
be plenty. He then goes
beyond this homely advice
to remind Martha and those
present that the ‘one thing
necessary’ in life is finding
the truth he is bringing
them. Mary does not need
to be reminded of this; she
shows herself to be a true
‘disciple’.

‘In the gospel accounts, ‘disciples’ are mentioned hundreds
of times. For many centuries, however, the idea of
‘discipleship’ has had little place in our Christian
awareness. Today, we are being told that our lives will be
enriched, if we see ourselves as disciples of the Lord.
‘Disciples’ are learners. All inspiring leaders gather around
them a group who want to share in their vision. Those who
followed Jesus and were inspired by his message were
called ‘disciples’; even those who had not known Jesus
during his earthly life called themselves his ‘disciples’ - as
we know from the Acts of the Apostles. By including this
incident in his gospel, Luke is inviting us to become
disciples of the Lord by identifying with Mary as she sat at
his feet – finding the truth that gives meaning to our lives.’
Excerpt from a commentary by Fr John Thornhill sm

Helen & Doug cutting the cake.

Farewell Morning Tea
St Brendan's Community had a farewell morning tea
for Helen Cronin last Sunday after Mass.
The St Brendan's Community expressed appreciation for
the significant and valued contribution
Helen has made to St Brendan's.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism,
strengthened by the Sacraments and nourished by the Word,
are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

Reflection by Artist
The story of Martha
and Mary seems like
a simple one, but it
has been the focus
of
a
surprising
amount of comment.
Some
say
that
Mary's contemplative
stance is favoured
because it brought
her closer
to Jesus or that it was more cerebral and
therefore more honourable in some way. Others
claim that Martha's honest toil is not sufficiently
valued in the story or that Martha was one of those
task-orientated persons who busied herself and
missed the opportunity to be attentive. But both
work and contemplation are significant parts of
human life, like pleasure and responsibility and,
when a proper balance is found, surely both are
equally honourable.
© Jenny Close

Listening

‘There are many opportunities during the liturgy for us to listen with great reverence. We listen
to the word of God as proclaimed through the readings from Scripture. We listen as the priest or deacon
delivers a homily, which brings to life the message of the readings of the day. We listen in the quietness of our
own hearts to the personal response to which we are called in our own lives.’

From the Catholic Enquiry Centre http://www.catholicenquiry.com

Catholic Parishes Of
North Mackay and Farleigh
CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS
A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
Who do you like to visit you?
How do you make them feel welcome?
How can you make people feel unwelcome?
How can we welcome people as we would welcome Jesus?
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

REFLECTION
Martha and Mary are often seen as symbols for a balance of hospitality. Martha
represents the tasks of preparation – cleaning the house, cooking, setting the table,
and the like. Mary represents the personal care of the visitor – listening, paying attention, spending quality time in conversation. Both are important.
If you were invited to someone’s home for dinner and the house was a total mess
and no food was prepared, but the person cleared the junk off the sofa so you both
would have a place to sit and talk, how would you feel?
If you were invited to someone’s home for dinner and the gourmet meal was so
complicated that you were completely ignored until dinner was on the table, how
would you feel?
Some people are the ‘perfect blend’ of the Martha–Mary examples of hospitality, but
others fall off to one side or the other, being more talkers than housekeepers, or being more housekeepers than talkers.
When you have people around, do you tend to be more of a talker or more of a
housekeeper? Or do you think you have a good balance, having all the preparations done ahead of time so that the focus of your attention is your guest?
Do you know anyone who has a perfect balance?
© St Mary's Press

Questions to ponder

Q. Why might Martha have been frustrated with Mary?
Q. In what way can Mary’s actions be seen as the actions of a disciple?
Q. How can a guest be seen as a gift to the host?
Q. What implications arise for the way in which we treat newcomers to our community?
© Greg Sunter
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