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Web: www.catholicparishesofnorthmackay.org.au

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH

21 Grendon Street North Mackay
P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740

Phone: ..................4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Manager: ...................................... Ken Kelly
Parish Secretary: .................................. Chris Haines
Secretary Assistant: .................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ......................... Kerry Dempsey
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines
Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9am to 12:00noon

MASS TIMES

ST BRIGID’S PARISH

961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741
Bruce Highway Farleigh,
CMB Farleigh, QLD 4741
Phone: .............................................49598 213
Email: .....stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au

Parish Secretary: ......................... Veronica Tolcher
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey
Office Hours: .......... Thursday 9:00am to 12:00noon.

Twenty Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time, Year C

4th September 2022

St Joseph’s Church North Mackay

Monday: ............................................................ 6.30am Mass
Tuesday: .......................................................... 6.30am Mass
Wednesday: ................................... 9:30am Anointing Mass
Thursday: ......................................................... 6.30am Mass
Friday: ............................................................. 6.30am Mass
Saturday: ......................................................... 6.00pm Mass
Sunday: ............................................................ 9:00am Mass
Reconciliation:
St Joseph’s: .................Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Mas

St Brendan’s Church Bucasia

Sunday: ........................................................... 7:30am Mass

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh

Wednesday: ....................................... Farleigh 9.30am Mass
Thursday: ............................................ Farleigh 6.00pm Mass
Saturday: .......................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass
Sunday: .............................................. Seaforth 7:00am Mass
Sunday: ......................................................... No Mass Calen
Sunday: ....................................... Midge Point 9:15am Mass
Mass

Reconciliation:
St Brigid’s .................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm
Seaforth ................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Midge Point .............................. ½ hour before Sunday Mass
Calen ...................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass

Quote:
‘All the darkness in the world
cannot extinguish the light of a
single candle.’
St Francis of Assisi

Gospel Reflection

‘Hate’ is an emotive and extremely harsh word in our society. In
its gospel context, the word is not used as an opposite of ‘love’
but as an indication of deserving of less significance than another
thing. So the teaching about hating father, mother, etc can be
read as saying that being a disciple of Jesus must take
precedence over everything else, even family. In 1st Century
culture, family was foremost above everything else; it was the
very fibre that held society together. Jesus is saying that
discipleship must be put above even that which is most important
and most intrinsic to life in this world. That is why he goes on to
tell the two stories about the need to count the cost before
undertaking an important venture. He makes clear to his listeners
that discipleship is more important than anything else and that
there are huge costs associated with taking it on. A believer has
to literally ‘count the cost’ of what it will mean to place discipleship
above family, friendships, career, politics and even life itself.
Jesus makes no apologies for the fact that what he is asking is
incredibly demanding.
Our ‘possessions’ are all those things – material, emotional, and
psychological – that we cling to and that we think give us our
identity and status. Jesus called for a radical reinterpretation of
status and position. He tells his listeners that they cannot truly be
disciples if they continue to cling to those things that are
considered important in this world. They have to surrender the
things that bind them to this world’s ideas of status and position
before they can fully embrace the kingdom view of the world. As
Jesus said, you have to really count the cost!
[Greg Sunter]

CATHOLIC PARISHES OF NORTH MACKAY AND
FARLEIGH
SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 2022
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED:
Sylvia Spiteri, Sr Mary Gabriel, Jane Austin (Sant), Letizia
Corsaro, Mick Deguara, Cathy Stevenson Knezevic, Fr Martin
Dowley, Shane Sutton,.
ANNIVERSARY: James Attard, Tony Azzopardi, Ronald Joseph
Elgey, Paul Flanagan.
Ger a

REMEMBRANCE MASS:
Salvina Spiteri, Jessie Azzopardi,
Brian Hicks, Joan Agius, Mary De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera)
Chetcuti, Peter Chetcuti, Salvatore Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary
Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam & Doris Sciberras, Rose
Vassallo, John Vassallo, John Caruana.
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Val Sharpe, Hec Neill, ,Rose Bugeja,
Sr Lila Galvin, Andrew Cunningham, Andrew Agius, Robert (Bob)
Russell, Khiana Blakey, Hannah Pace, Vivienne Neill (Viv), Mary
Vassallo, Mary Borg, Raylene Johnson, Adam Robertson, John
Mifsud, Maria Spiteri, Gail Fallis, and all the sick of the Parish.

Preparation for the Sacrament of
PENANCE (Confession; Reconciliation).
Will commence with Registration
and Parent Information Night
WEDNESDAY 5th October 2022
6:30pm at St Joseph’s School Hall,
Canberra Street, North Mackay.
Parking available behind St Joseph’s Church & St Joseph’s
Parish Centre Car Park,
21 – 23 Grendon Street North Mackay.
(For Children who are currently in grade 3 and 8 years
of age. If your child is 9 years – 12 years and has not
received the Sacrament of Penance they are also
eligible to register)
For information Letter and Registration Form
Please contact Mrs Christine Haines Tuesday to Friday
at Parish Office 49574855.

MESSAGE BOOK FOR SR LILA

There is a book at the front of St Joseph’s
and St Brendan’s Churches where you can
write a message to Sr Lila,
we will pass this onto her. Thank you.

2022 MONSTER CHRISTMAS RAFFLE
Calling all volunteers to help sell raffle tickets at all
Northern Cluster churches & Schools and Porters, until the
Draw in December.
Contact Kerry or Ken at the Parish Office to volunteer your
name. Two volunteers per Mass makes the job much
easier.

Happy Father’s Day
‘Happy Fathers Day’ means more than to have a
happy day. It means I love you first of all - then thanks
for all you do. It means you mean a lot to me and that
I honour you.

Morning Tea
St Joseph’s Church

Reflection by Artist
The nature of discipleship is the
focus of this gospel reading. To
be a true disciple, it is
necessary to put commitment to
Jesus before relationships,
material possessions, comfort
and safety. © Jenny Close

After the 9:00am Sunday
Mass
held under the Sails
on the patio
of the Parish Centre.
All welcome to stay
for a cupper
and a chat after Mass.

Pious Goods Store

Wide selection of Birthday cards,
mass & sympathy cards, rosary beads,
lovely crosses on chains
& other gift ideas.
Gift vouchers also available.
Open before and after Mass each weekend
EFTPOS now available
Plea se s up p o rt yo u r lo c a l Pa ri s h

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013),
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults.
For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http://
www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html

1 Ticket - $5

1 Book - $50

Drawn: Friday 9 December 2022
Buy tickets online at: https://rafflelink.com.au/monster-raffle-2022

You do not have to be there
to collect your prize
Scan QR Code
POSITION VACANT
The Community Engagement Office of the Catholic Diocese of
Rockhampton is responsible for cultivating and nurturing an
effective philanthropic base that supports the mission of the
Diocese. Expressions of interest are invited from persons with
suitable qualifications/experience to join the Community
Engagement Office in any of the following areas:
• Appeals management, including receipting and donor
acknowledgement
• Public relations, including social media and organisational
communications Donor relations, including bequests and
major donors
The Diocese is willing to consider flexible working proposals,
including part-time or casual hours and being based in any part
of the Diocese of Rockhampton.
Please phone Holly Tucker on 4887 3090 or
email hr@rok.catholic.net.au to discuss
whether your skills may match the Diocese’s
requirements.
Successful applicants must be willing to
undertake a National Criminal History Check.

American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea,
Philippines, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tanzania, Thailand,
Timor-Leste and Zambia are requesting Australian Catholics
to live in and share their skills with parish communities.
Embrace one of these Mission opportunies abroad and
mentor those with little other opportunity. You you will be
well prepared and supported by Palms Australia who have
engaged Australian Catholics in this mission since 1961.
Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 and Register for a
Webinar on Saturday September 24th at 11:30am where
you can talk directly with Veronica Lawson who is
mentoring teachers in Pago Pago, American Samoa now. Or
visit others already egaged in Mission with Palms on our
13-day Encounter Tour to Timor-Leste from October
16th to 28th.

MISSION STATEMENT
We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism, strengthened by the Sacraments
and nourished by the Word, are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.
We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.

What authority did Jesus bestow upon his Apostles?
‘Jesus chose the twelve, the future witnesses of his Resurrection,
and made them sharers of his mission and of his authority to
teach, to absolve from sins, and to build up and govern the
Church. In this college, Peter received ”the keys of the
kingdom” (Matthew 16:19) and assumed the first place with the
mission to keep the faith in its integrity and to strengthen his
brothers.’ Compendium of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.109 From Catholic Enquiry Centre

Twentieth Sunday In Ordinary Time Year C
Responsorial Psalm:

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia!

Let your face shine on your servant,
and teach me your laws. Alleluia!

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY
Twenty-Fourth Sunday In Ordinary Time Year C
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14. Ps 50:3-4, 12-13,17,19. R. Lk. 15:18.
Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-32.

Catholic Parishes Of
North Mackay and Farleigh
CHILDREN'S DISCUSSION STARTERS
A beginning point for discussion of this week's Gospel with children:
What is your favourite book or video?
How hard is it to choose only one answer?
Jesus tells us that choosing his way is not always easy. When might it be
hard to do what Jesus asks us?
What are some good choices that we can make this week?
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

REFLECTION
Building a tower takes a lot of planning, a lot of money and a lot of labour. So do
other things!
Have you ever had a dream about accomplishing something – a dream that had you
planning, thinking and working in order to make it come true; a dream that you
devoted lots of time and energy to? What is that dream? Are you still working on it?
Or have you abandoned it?
Some young people throw themselves into a sport, a hobby, a talent or an interest.
They become known for their accomplishments in that area.
What young person of your age do you know to be a very talented dancer?
musician? artist? athlete? debater? writer?
How much energy and dedication do these people invest in developing their skill?
Into what area do you put the most time, energy and enthusiasm? How successful
or accomplished do you feel?
How much time, energy and enthusiasm do you invest in your relationship with
God? in your involvement with your parish? in your relationships with your family?
How can you give more of yourself to these areas?
© St Mary's Press

Questions to ponder
Q. What was your first reaction to hearing/reading this week’s gospel?
Q. How do you now understand the teaching about hating father, mother, etc?
Q. What are some of the ‘costs’ of being a follower of Jesus today?
Q. What ‘benefits’ counter the ‘costs’?
Q. Who do you know that tries to live a simpler life without lots of possessions?
© Greg Sunter
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