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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH 
21 Grendon Street North Mackay 

P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740 
 

Phone:  .................. 4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208 
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au 
Parish Manager:  ...................................... Ken Kelly 
Parish Secretary:  .................................. Chris Haines 
Secretary Assistant:  .................... Veronica Tolcher 
Finance Secretary:  ......................... Kerry Dempsey 
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am—12:00noon 

NORTHERN CLUSTER 
MASS TIMES  

 

 
 

St Joseph’s Church North Mackay 

Monday: ................................................................... No Mass 
Tuesday:  .......................................................... 6:30am Mass 
Wednesday: ...................................................... 6:30am Mass 
Thursday: ................................................................. No Mass 
Friday: .............................................................. 6:30am Mass 
  Mas  

Saturday:  ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass 
Sunday:  ............................................................ 9:00am Mass 
 
 

Reconciliation:  
St Joseph’s:  .......................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm 
 
 

 
 

  St Brendan’s Church Bucasia 

Sunday:   ........................................................... 7:30am Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh 
Wednesday:  ....................................... Farleigh 9:30am Mass  
 Mass  

Thursday: ............................................ Farleigh 6:00pm Mass 
 

Saturday:  ........................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass 
 
 

Sunday: .................................................... Seaforth  No Mass 
Sunday:  ........................................................ Calen No Mass  
 

Sunday:  ............................................... Midge Point No Mass 
 
 

Reconciliation: 
St Brigid’s .................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm 
Seaforth .................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass 
Midge Point ............................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass 
Calen  ....................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass 

Gospel Reflection ~ by Greg Sunter 

Today, when we describe a person as being the ‘salt of 
the earth’ it’s generally meant in a way that says the 
person is hard working, straight talking and pretty down to 
earth. It’s usually meant as a compliment but sometimes 
can come across as a bit condescending when used 
inappropriately. When Jesus tells the disciples that they 
are salt of the earth and the light of the world he is really 
saying ‘You are to be the salt of the earth; you are to be 
the light of the world.’ It is more of a directive than an 
affirmation of them.  
 

Today’s first reading from Isaiah helps to shed light on 
Jesus’ meaning in the gospel passage: ‘Share your bread 
with the hungry, and shelter the homeless poor, clothe 
the man you see to be naked and turn not from your own 
kin. Then will your light shine like the dawn.’ It sounds a 
lot like the message from the last judgment in Matthew 25 
when the king says ‘whatever you did for one of these 
least brothers of mine, you did for me.’ It’s a message of 
justice and right relationship not only with God but with 
one another also. 

[ 

To be salt of the earth and light of the world means to be 
the one who puts their hand up and steps forward to 
speak for, work for and act for those who are the least in 
this world. To have the potential and resources to be a 
force for good in the world and not act on it is to be like 
salt that’s used for salting the streets or a lamp that’s 
under a tub. 

ST BRIGID’S PARISH 
961 Bruce Highway, Farleigh, QLD 4741 
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Phone:  ............................................. 49598 213  
Email: ..... stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au  
Parish Secretary:  ......................... Veronica Tolcher 
Finance Secretary: ........................... Kerry Dempsey 

Office Hours:   ......... Thursday 9:00am to 12:00noon.  
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in Ordinary Time Year A 

5th February 2023 

 
 
 

This weekend we welcome Fr Bill Senn 
who will be assisting Fr Stephen in the 
Catholic Parishes of North Mackay and 
Farleigh from 4th February to 9th April.  
We wish Fr Bill all the blessings while 
Ministering in our Parishes.  

http://www.catholicparishesofnorthmackay.org.au
mailto:stjomky@bigpond.com
mailto:stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au


PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED: 

Patrick McDermott, Frances Grech, Ned & Connie Muscat, Maria 
Dunn, Betty Vella, Tony Borg, Paulina Firth,  
 

ANNIVERSARY:  Percy Attard (Tosu), Jim Lucas,  David Deguara, 
Winifred Hermann,  Joseph Hermann,  Angelina Vella,  Paul 
Mifsud. 
 
 

REMEMBRANCE MASS:  Mary Borg, Joe Zammit,  James Attard,  
Sr Betty Attard, Tony Azzopardi,  Jessie Azzopardi,  Amber 
Magauran,  Russell Neyland, Dick West,  Joan Agius, Mary De 
Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Peter Chetcuti, Salvatore 
Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam 
& Doris Sciberras,  Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, Brian Hicks, 
John Caruana, Trevor Lamb. 
 
  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Charlie Azzopardi,  Fr Stephen Hanly,  
Carlo Along,  Joe Tonna, Wendy Kruske, David John Elgey, Val 
Sharpe, ,Rose Bugeja, Sr Lila Galvin, Andrew Cunningham,  
Andrew Agius,  Robert (Bob) Russell,  Khiana Blakey, Hannah 
Pace,   Mary Vassallo, Mary Borg, Raylene Johnson, Adam 
Robertson,  John Mifsud,  Maria Spiteri,  Gail Fallis, and all the sick 
of the Parish. 

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013), 
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults. 

For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:  
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au  

Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/ 
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http:// 

www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html  

MESSAGE BOOK FOR SR LILA 

There is a book at the front of  
St Joseph’s and St Brendan’s Churches where 

you can write a message to Sr Lila,  
we will pass this onto her. Thank you. 

Thoughts to ponder 
Q. Why do you think this particular teaching by Jesus immediately follows the Beatitudes? 

Q. How might Jesus’ reference to salt becoming tasteless fit with the understanding of a call to justice? 

Q. In what way/s have you seen this familiar passage with new eyes today? 

Q. What challenge for your own actions do you find in today’s gospel?   [Greg Sunter] 

PIOUS GOODS STORE 

 
 

Wide selection of Birthday,  
and other special occasion cards, 

Extensive selection of rosary beads, 
lovely crosses on chains & other gift ideas.  

Special orders catered for. Gift vouchers also available.   
Open before and after Mass each weekend 

EFTPOS now available 
Please support  your local  Parish  

1. Scan the QR code with your 
phone or use the scanner at 
dpgo.io 

2. Tap on the link that appears 
3. Make your donation 

SAFEGUARDING LEVEL 1 TRAINING will be delivered in 

our Parishes.  Below is a list of different dates, times and 

venues available.   Please note that all Clergy,  Religious, 

Parish Staff and Church Volunteers are mandated to attend 

this training every year.  The Professional Standards and 

Safeguarding Office team look forward to seeing you at the 

training.   
 
 

To Register for North Mackay: Contact Parish Office 

49574855 or email stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au. 
 

To register for Southern Cluster : Contact Parish Office 

on 4957 4807 or email cluster@smky.catholics.org.au  
 

  
 

Southern Cluster: Monday 13th February,  

10.30am & 5.30pm.  Southern Cluster Parish Office  
 
 

Mackay North: Tuesday 14th February,  

10.30am & 5.30pm.  St Joseph’s Parish Centre  
 

 

Sarina:  Wednesday 15th February,  

10.30am.  St Michael’s Parish Centre 
 
 

Walkerston:  Wednesday 15th February,  

5.30pm in St John’s School Hall     

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

To help us prepare for Easter our 
Lenten Discussion Group will begin 
on Ash Wednesday 22nd February 
at 1:00pm in St Joseph’s Parish 
Centre. 

 
 

Cost of Lenten Program Booklet $10.00, and can be 
purchased at the Parish Office.  

Please contact the Parish Office if you  
wish to participate 49574855. 

ST JOSEPH’S CWL MEETING NOTICE 
 
St Joseph’s CWL will be held in the parish centre on 
Tuesday 21st February at 9.30am please note new 
date for any enquires phone D Ahmat 040097082. 

Life isn’t about “me” 
and my wants. Life is 
about noticing the 
vulnerable people 
around us and 
sharing our time and 
energy to support 
them. We are called 
to be the voice for 
those who do not find 
the justice that they 
need to live in dignity 
and peace. (Living Word) 

mailto:pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
http://www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html
mailto:cluster@smky.catholics.org.au


URGENT HELP REQUIRED 
 

Gardens and Grounds care 
 

Help is urgently required to assist with mowing 
and general garden work at both St Joseph’s and                      
St Brendan’s church grounds.    
 

Two or three extra people for a couple of hours a  
week will keep the grass and gardens in good 
order. 
 

Please contact the Parish Office  
49574855 if you are able to lend a hand.  

Thank you in anticipation. 

MORNING TEA  ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH 
 

After the 9:00am Sunday Mass held under the Sails  
on the patio of the Parish Centre.  

All welcome to stay for a cupper  

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism, strengthened by the Sacraments 
and nourished by the Word, are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.  

We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.   

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

Sir 15:15-20 

Ps 118:1-2. 4-5. 17-18. 33-34. R. v.1 

1 Cor 2:6-10 

Mt 5:17-37 

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 

Responsorial Psalm: A light rises in the darkness for 
the upright.  

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! I am the light of 
the world, says the Lord; the man who follows me 

 will have the light of life. Alleluia! 

 
 
 

A PRAYER FOR MARRIED COUPLES 
And for 

THOSE PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE 
 

Lord, help me to remember that it takes two people 
to build a marriage, and I am one of them. 

 

Help me to look at myself as I really am; 
not as I picture myself to be. 

 

Help me to look at my partner  
with love, respect, charity and understanding. 

 

Help us to look together at you,  
as the love that is always there,  

simply waiting for us to ask for it. Amen 

DIOCESAN OFFICE POSITIONS VACANT  

The vacant positions are: Graduate Accountant  
Finance and Administrative Support Officer 

For details please visit website, links below: 

https://www.seek.com.au/job/59389412 
https://www.seek.com.au/job/59586776 

https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/employment/ 

Invitation: The Catholic Women’s 
League are hosting a combined 
afternoon tea with an Irish flavour on 18 
March 2023 at 1.30pm at Mackay City 
Bowls. Entertainment will include an Irish 
fashion parade, Irish music, Irish trivia 
and cent sale. Cost of admission $10. 
Bookings call Jan 0424197799 

Mission: Change their lives ... and yours  
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking 
Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share 
their skills with those who have less opportunity to develop 
their talents. 
 

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below. On our 
website you can also see news including stories from those 
currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa 
and Thailand. 
 

Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or 

someone you know: 
 

Ph:  02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567.  WEB: 

www.palms.org.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

World Youth Day Pilgrimage  
Sponsorship Now Available! 

Registrations are running out but there are still some available 
for our diocesan WYD pilgrimage to Spain and Portugal. The 

pilgrimage is open to anyone aged 18 to about 35 and will 
leave Australia on the 28th of July and return on the 11th of 

August. This is an amazing experience that every young 
Catholic should try to get to at least once in their life. We are 

pleased to now be able to offer partial sponsorship for 4 
pilgrims! Applications for sponsorship can be made online. For 

more information scan the QR code or contact Mick at 
youth@rok.catholic.net.au or 0433 897 973.  

https://www.seek.com.au/job/59389412
https://www.seek.com.au/job/59586776
https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/employment/
http://www.palms.org.au


Reflection by Artist 

In nature, light gives 
colour, radiance and 
life.  Jesus calls his 
disciples 'the light of 
the world'.  As his 
followers, it is also 
our role to enlighten 
the world – to 
inspire it with 
passion, joy and a 
sense of hope. © Jenny Close 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 
 

Identify one talent which you have  
and use it well and often this week.  

Let your light shine.  

QUOTES:  
 

I have found the paradox, that if you love until it 
hurts, there can be no more hurt,  

only more love. 
Mother Teresa 

1 February 2023 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ 
 
Re:  The Federation of Catholic Bishops 

Conferences of Oceania  
   
This morning I am travelling to Fiji to attend the 
gathering of The Federation of Catholic Bishops 
Conferences of Oceania in Suva.  Each four years the 
Catholic Bishops of Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands, New Zealand, Australia and the 
Pacific gather to discuss issues that affect the four 
conferences of Catholic Bishops. 
 
This year our theme is The Ocean.  There have been 
preparatory sessions and I include the links for your 
viewing: 
 

Session 1: Shorelines & Coasts –  
https://vimeo.com/782768422/b79beb097b  
Session 2: Deep Sea -  
https://vimeo.com/783090047/b14e950c5c  
Session 3: Islands -  
https://vimeo.com/783109102/ba577efcf2  

 
Each day our sessions will be reported on and if you 
wish you may follow through the Diocesan website.  
The Archbishop of Suva, Most Rev Peter Loy Chong, is 
our president for the conference. 
 
I welcome you to join with me on this important 
journey. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Most Rev Michael McCarthy 
Bishop of Rockhampton 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mother_teresa.html
https://vimeo.com/782768422/b79beb097b
https://vimeo.com/783090047/b14e950c5c
https://vimeo.com/783109102/ba577efcf2


 

Salt is a preservative and a flavour agent for 
food. Salt used to be rare and difficult to mine, 
but it is found in almost every kitchen today. 

Why does Jesus compare us to salt? 

Who is an adult that is like salt to the world – 
someone who makes life more flavourful? How 
have you learned from this adult? 

Because salt is a key ingredient in the many 
instant, canned and prepared foods they                    
consume, most Australians eat too much salt, 
and many are at risk of high blood pressure. 

Do you know what your blood pressure is? 
When did you last have it checked? 

What are your favourite foods? Are you aware 
of how much sodium (salt) they contain? 

Do you put salt on food before you even taste 
it? 

When it comes to salt, it is possible to have too 
much of a good thing. If we are like salt, what 
might be the ‘good things’ we have too much 
of? 

Light is essential in order for us to see. When 
the sun goes down, we generally rely on                  
electricity to light up our life. 

What is the longest your home has ever gone 
without electricity? How did you cope? 

Besides electric lights, what things would you 
have to do without if your home lost electric 
power for a week? 

Why does Jesus compare us to light? 

Who has been light for you – who has helped 
bring you out of the darkness? How have you 
learned from this person? How did that learning 
take place?                               © St Mary's Press 

Q. Which phrase from today’s gospel or idea 
from the gospel reflection capture your at-
tention? 

Q. How would you describe what it means to be 
salt of the earth or light of the world? 

Q. What can you do to be salt and light – an ex-
ample – for others? 

Q. Who do you know personally that you would 
describe as a light for others? 

© Greg Sunter 

A beginning point for discussion of this 
week's Gospel with children: 

Who has ever tasted chocolate that doesn’t have 
sugar in it? 

What do you think it would taste like? 

Jesus tells us we are like flavour in food. What 
might that mean? 

Who has seen a bright light outside? 

How far away can it be seen? 

Jesus asks us to be a light for the whole world. 
How big would that light have to be? 

Others can see our light when they see the good 
things we do. What are some good things that 
we can do to make our light shine brightly? 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 
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