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ST JOSEPH’S PARISH 
21 Grendon Street North Mackay 

P O Box 3388, North Mackay, QLD 4740 
 

Phone:  .................. 4957 4855 Fax: 4957 4208 
Email: ................. stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au 
Parish Manager:  ...................................... Ken Kelly 
Parish Secretary:  .................................. Chris Haines 
Secretary Assistant:  .................... Veronica Tolcher 
Finance Secretary:  ......................... Kerry Dempsey 
Parish Safeguarding Representative: ... Chris Haines 

Office Hours: Monday to Friday 9:00am—12:00noon 

NORTHERN CLUSTER 
MASS TIMES  

 

 
 

St Joseph’s Church North Mackay 

Monday: ................................................................... No Mass 
Tuesday:  .......................................................... 6:30am Mass 
Wednesday: ............................................................. No Mass 
Thursday: ................................................................. No Mass 
Friday: .............................................................. 6:30am Mass 
  Mas  

Saturday:  ......................................................... 6:00pm Mass 
Sunday:  ............................................................ 9:00am Mass 
 
 

Reconciliation:  
St Joseph’s:  .......................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm 
 
 

 
 

  St Brendan’s Church Bucasia 

Sunday:   ........................................................... 7:30am Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Brigid’s Church Farleigh 
Wednesday:  ...................................... Farleigh 9:30am Mass 
 Mass  

Thursday: ................................................... Farleigh No Mass 
 

Saturday:  ........................................... Farleigh 6:00pm Mass 
 
 

Sunday: ............................................. Seaforth  7:00am Mass 
Sunday:  ................................................. Calen 9:00am Mass  
 

Sunday:  ............................................... Midge Point No Mass 
 
 

Reconciliation: 
St Brigid’s .................................... Saturday 5:00pm—5:30pm 
Seaforth .................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass 
Midge Point ............................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass 
Calen  ....................................... ½ hour before Sunday Mass 

Gospel Reflection ~ by Greg Sunter 

Today’s First Reading, Psalm and Gospel all relate to the 
way in which we are called to live in right relationship with 
God and with one another. What is referred to as the 
‘Law’ is generally used as shorthand for the Torah – the 
first five books of the Bible – which first of all establishes 
the history of relationship between God and humanity 
through the books of Genesis and Exodus and then 
provides detailed instructions about how that relationship 
should be honoured and observed. When Jesus speaks 
about the Law and the Prophets, he is deliberately 
including the extensive collection of prophetic writings that 
interpret the Law in terms of justice and right relationships 
with others as being a reflection of the right relationship 
with God. 

By declaring that he has come not to abolish the Law and 
the Prophets, but to complete – or fulfil – them, Jesus is 
making it perfectly clear that his ministry and teaching is 
in alignment with and in accordance with the historical 
tradition and he is not setting out to overthrow the Jewish 
tradition. Rather, throughout his ministry, Jesus 
repeatedly calls the people to be true to the teachings of 
old and to live them with integrity and dedication. His 
constant complaint is against those who live by the letter 
of the Law and ignore what we would call the spirit or 
intention of the Law. This is the root of his swipe at the 
shallow virtue of the scribes and Pharisees in today’s 
gospel. The criticism that Jesus levelled at these two 
groups was that their adherence to the Law made no 
room for the compassionate heart that the writings of the 
Prophets demanded. 
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This weekend we welcome Fr Bill Senn 
who will be assisting Fr Stephen in the 
Catholic Parishes of North Mackay and 

Farleigh till the 9th April this year.  
We wish Fr Bill all the blessings while 

Ministering in our Parishes.  

http://www.catholicparishesofnorthmackay.org.au
mailto:stjomky@bigpond.com
mailto:stbrigid.farleigh@rok.catholic.net.au


PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR RECENTLY DECEASED: 

Mirianna (Ann) Scriha, Andy Dorante, Patrick 

(Kevin) McDermott, Frances Grech, Ned & 

Connie Muscat, Maria Dunn, Betty Vella, 
Tony Borg, Paulina Firth,  
 

ANNIVERSARY:  Sam Sant,  Liza Sant,  Jack 
Pace, David Pace,  Joe Zammit,  Jim Lucas,  
David Deguara, Winifred Hermann,  Joseph 
Hermann,  
 
 

REMEMBRANCE MASS: Sr Julia Lourey SM,   Joan Agius, Mary 
De Thomasis, Veronica (Vera) Chetcuti, Peter Chetcuti, Salvatore 
Zammit, Teresa Zammit, Mary Zammit, Josephine Thurgood, Sam 
& Doris Sciberras,  Rose Vassallo, John Vassallo, Brian Hicks, 
John Caruana, Trevor Lamb. 
 
  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK: Charlie Azzopardi,  Fr Stephen Hanly,  
Carlo Along,  Joe Tonna, Wendy Kruske, David John Elgey, Val 
Sharpe, ,Rose Bugeja, Sr Lila Galvin, Andrew Cunningham,  
Andrew Agius,  Robert (Bob) Russell,  Khiana Blakey, Hannah 
Pace,   Mary Vassallo,  Raylene Johnson, Adam Robertson,  John 
Mifsud,  Maria Spiteri,  Gail Fallis, and all the sick of the Parish. 

The Catholic Diocese of Rockhampton abides by the principles of the National Catholic Safeguarding Standards (2013), 
and is committed to safeguarding, with a specific focus on protecting children and vulnerable adults. 

For further information or support please contact the Diocesan Professional Standards and Safeguarding Office:  
Response Line: 1800 830 113 (free call) or email: pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au  

Diocesan Website for more information: https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/ 
To view the Diocesan Safeguarding Children and Vulnerable Adults commitment statement and Policy: http:// 

www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html  

MESSAGE BOOK FOR SR LILA 

There is a book at the front of  
St Joseph’s and St Brendan’s Churches where 

you can write a message to Sr Lila,  
we will pass this onto her. Thank you. 

Thoughts to ponder 
Q. Why does Jesus speak about not only keeping commandments but also teaching others to keep them? 

Q. How do you feel about the interpretations of the Law that Jesus cites as examples? 

Q. When has a particular interpretation of scripture helped you with a difficult literal passage? 

Q. Where in your life are you called to be someone who fulfils or completes the Law and the Prophets? [Greg Sunter] 

PIOUS GOODS STORE 
 

Wide selection of Birthday 
and other special occasion cards, 

Extensive selection of full & bracelet 
rosary beads, lovely crosses on chains 

& other gift ideas. Special orders catered for. 
 

Gift vouchers also available. Open every Monday morning & 
before and after Mass each weekend 

EFTPOS now available 

ST JOSEPH’S PARISH 
Weekly Collection 5/02/23 

 

No Givers:                 74 

Direct Debits:…….$805.00 

Envelopes:………...$831.70 
Loose:……………...$981.90 
TOTAL:……..…...$2618.60 
 

1. Scan the QR code with 
your phone or use the 
scanner at dpgo.io 

2. Tap on the link that 
appears 

3. Make your donation 

SAFEGUARDING LEVEL 1 TRAINING will be delivered in 

our Parishes.  Below is a list of different dates, times and 

venues available.   Please note that all Clergy,  Religious, 

Parish Staff and Church Volunteers are mandated to attend 

this training every year.  The Professional Standards and 

Safeguarding Office team look forward to seeing you at the 

training.   
 
 

To Register for North Mackay: Contact Parish Office 

49574855 or email stjomky@rok.catholic.net.au. 
 

To register for Southern Cluster : Contact Parish Office 

on 4957 4807 or email cluster@smky.catholics.org.au  
 

  
 

Southern Cluster: Monday 13th February,  

10.30am & 5.30pm.  Southern Cluster Parish Office  
 
 

Mackay North: Tuesday 14th February,  

10.30am & 5.30pm.  St Joseph’s Parish Centre  
 

 

Sarina:  Wednesday 15th February,  

10.30am.  St Michael’s Parish Centre 
 
 

Walkerston:  Wednesday 15th February,  

5.30pm in St John’s School Hall     

LENTEN DISCUSSION GROUP 
 

To help us prepare for Easter our Lenten 
Discussion Group will begin on Ash 
Wednesday 22nd February at 1:00pm 
in St Joseph’s Parish Centre. 

 

Cost of Lenten Program Booklet $10.00, and can be 
purchased at the Parish Office.  

Please contact the Parish Office if you  
wish to participate 49574855. 

ST JOSEPH’S CWL MEETING NOTICE 
St Joseph’s CWL will be held in the parish centre on 
Tuesday 21st February at 9.30am please note new date 
for any enquires phone D Ahmat 0400970872. 

6th Sunday  

in Ordinary Time 
 
 

If we would be true followers 

of Christ we are encouraged 

to look below the surface of 

things, to get to the heart of 

what our belief truly asks of 

us.              (Living Word) 

FARLEIGH CWL MEETING NOTICE 
 

FIRST FARLEIGH CWL MEETING OF THE YEAR 
TUESDAY 21ST FEBRUARY,  

2PM in St Brigid’s Meeting room. 
All ladies are invited to join with us  

in our 2023 parish activities. 
Enquiries – Kerry Bonaventura, President  0427 598 464. 

mailto:pssoadmin@rok.catholic.net.au
https://rok.catholic.net.au/our-diocese/safeguarding/
http://www.rok.catholic.net.au/safeguarding-policies.html
mailto:cluster@smky.catholics.org.au


URGENT HELP REQUIRED 
 

Gardens and Grounds care 
 

Help is urgently required to assist with mowing 
and general garden work at both St Joseph’s and                      
St Brendan’s church grounds.    
 

Two or three extra people for a couple of hours a  
week will keep the grass and gardens in good 
order. 
 

Please contact the Parish Office  
49574855 if you are able to lend a hand.  

Thank you in anticipation. 

MORNING TEA  ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH 
 

After the 9:00am Sunday Mass held under the Sails  
on the patio of the Parish Centre.  

All welcome to stay for a cupper  

 
MISSION STATEMENT 

We, the Catholic community of North Mackay and Farleigh called by Baptism, strengthened by the Sacraments 
and nourished by the Word, are committed to witness Christ’s mission in the world.  

We seek to be an active community that reaches out to the diverse peoples of this region.   

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

1st Rdg:        Leviticus 19:1-2,17-18. 

Psalm:         Ps 102:1-4,8,10,12-13. R.v.8. 
2nd Rdg:      Corinthians 3:16-23. 
Gos Acc:      1 John 2:5. 
Gos:             Matthew 5:38-48. 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 

Responsorial Psalm:  

 Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!  
Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you have 
revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 

 Alleluia! 

Invitation: The Catholic Women’s League are 
hosting a combined afternoon tea with an Irish 
flavour on 18 March 2023 at 1.30pm at Mackay City 

 Bowls. Entertainment will include an Irish fashion parade, 
Irish music, Irish trivia and cent sale. Cost of admission $10. 

Mission: Change their lives ... and yours  
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking 
Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share 
their skills with those who have less opportunity to develop 
their talents. 
 

Explore 35 positions by scanning the QR code below. On our 
website you can also see news including stories from those 
currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa 
and Thailand. 
 

Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or 

someone you know: 
 

Ph:  02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567.  WEB: 

www.palms.org.au 

 
World Youth Day Pilgrimage  
Sponsorship Now Available! 

 
 

Registrations are running out but there are still some available 
for our diocesan WYD pilgrimage to Spain and Portugal. The 
pilgrimage is open to anyone aged 18 to about 35 and will 

leave Australia on the 28th of July and return on the 11th of 
August. This is an amazing experience that every young 

Catholic should try to get to at least once in their life. We are 
pleased to now be able to offer partial sponsorship for 4 

pilgrims! Applications for sponsorship can be made online. For 
more information scan the QR code or contact Mick at 
youth@rok.catholic.net.au or 0433 897 973.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

The solemn season of Lent and our 40 days of 
preparations for Easter are only a few weeks away. Here 
are a few thoughts from Church documents about what 
this Holy time is about; 
 

• This year Lent begins on Ash Wednesday 22nd February 

• Lent is a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and 

helping others. In this way, the whole Church prepares for 
Easter with those who are to be baptized. Other 
celebrations in Lent (e.g. marriage) must take account of 
the spirit of penance: musical instruments are only used to 
sustain singing and floral decorations are very simple. 

• Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fasting and 

abstinence. The law of fasting binds those who have 
completed their eighteenth year, until the beginning of their 
sixtieth year; the law of abstinence binds those who have 
completed their fourteenth year (CCl 97, 1251-52). 

• In Lent, the singing of the Alleluia is not permitted. 

• A Homily is recommended on weekdays, especially during 

the seasons of Advent, Lent and Easter.  
 

Project Compassion envelopes will be available from 
Ash Wednesday 22nd February.  

DATE CLAIMER 
 

Pentecost Diocesan Festival Invitation Bishop Michael has 
extended an invitation for all in the Diocese to join on the 
Pentecost weekend around St Joseph’s Cathedral to joyfully 
celebrate with prayer and song.  It will also be a time to 
launch and explore our Diocesan Pastoral Plan – a 
culmination of the journey of listening and sharing we have 
done across the Diocese.  Events will begin on Friday 26

th
 

May and conclude following the Vigil Mass in St Joseph’s 
Cathedral on the Saturday night.  Further information will be 
provided closer. 

http://www.palms.org.au


The 10 Commandments  
a touchstone for today’s Gospel 

Reflection by Artist 

Jesus advises his disciples to be authentic: let what 
you are on the inside dictate how you act on the 
outside.  If we take this to heart, our celebrations of 
eucharist will be true expressions of the peaceful 
relationships within our community. © Jenny Close 

 
 
 

Prayer 
 

Be my protector, O God, 
A mighty stronghold to save me. 

For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 

 

[Today’s Entrance Antiphon makes a suitable prayer for this week.] 

QUOTES:  
 

Not all of us can do great things.  
But we can do small things with great love. 

   
Mother Teresa 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mother_teresa.html


 

This Gospel reading urges us not to use              
abusive language and not to remain angry with 
our brothers and sisters. 

• Do you have any brothers or sisters? If so, 
how do you get along? Do you ever exchange 
angry words? How do you reconcile? 

• How about your parents or guardians – how 
do you get along with them? What happens          
after angry words? 

• How about your friends – do you ever                       
exchange angry words with them? How do you 
reconcile? 

• Are your tolerance level and your apology 
style with your friends different from those with 
your brothers and sisters or with your parents or 
guardians? If so, how do they differ? 

A lot of rage and violence are expressed in 
songs on the radio and in movies and TV 
shows. Many teenagers prefer to claim that 
watching violent shows or listening to violent 
songs has no connection to the violence in our 
world, but many others know better. 

• What parallel do you see between the amount 
of violence and rage in the media and the 
amount of violence in the real world? What is 
the connection? 

• What do you know of ‘copycat crimes’ that 
have occurred because someone is imitating an 
act seen on television, in the movies or in the 
news? 

• How is Jesus’ warning to avoid not only      
murder but even anger related to the level of 
violence in today’s world? © St Mary's Press 

Q. What do you think Jesus means when he 
uses the words ‘abolish’ and ‘complete’? 

Q. Why is Jesus’ combination of both the Law 
and the Prophets significant? 

Q. What do you take from the final teaching 
about not making oaths; just saying yes or 
no if you mean it? 

Q. What modern interpretation could be used 
that might better explain one of these laws? 

Q. Why do you think it’s important to interpret 
the Bible rather than read it as literal truth?                       

                                                       © Greg Sunter 

A beginning point for discussion of this 
week's Gospel with children: 

Have you ever felt angry with someone? 

Is it easy to make peace after you have had an 
argument or a fight? 

Do you feel happy or sad after an argument? Do 
you feel better after you make peace? 

Jesus tells us to make peace with other people 
before we offer gifts to God. 

This can be difficult but God will help us. Praying 
for someone who has hurt us is a good step to 
take in making peace with them.  

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

12th February 2023 
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